
 

AGENDA 

COUNCIL MEETING 

21 June 2016 

Commencing at 5.00pm. 

I certify that with respect to all advice, information and recommendations provided to Council with 

this Agenda: 

1. The advice, information and recommendations are given by a person who has the qualifications 

or experience necessary to give such advice, information or recommendation; and 

2. Where any advice is given directly to Council by a person who does not have the required 

qualifications or experience, that person has obtained and taken into account in that person’s 

general advice the advice from an appropriately qualified or experienced person. 

3. Councillors are reminded of their obligations under Part 5 of the Local Government Act 1993 in 

respect to Interests. 

 

 

 

Dirk Dowling 

GENERAL MANAGER 

 

 

 

NOTES: 

S.65(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the General Manager to ensure that any advice, 

information or recommendations given to the Council (or a Council committee) is given by a person 

who has the qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation.  S.65(2) forbids Council from deciding any matter that requires the advice of a 

qualified person without considering that advice. 
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In accordance with Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005 the public is 

advised that the proceedings of meetings of Council will be recorded on digital media to 

assist in the preparation of minutes, and to ensure that a true and accurate account of 

debate and discussion of meetings is available 

159/16  RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Record of Attendance, Apologies, Leave of Absence previously approved:  

Legislative Reference  

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005; Regulation 8(2)(a) 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

APOLOGIES: CR STYLES 

 

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE: CR STYLES 

160/16  PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005 - 8 (2) (E) and 8 (7): 

The Chairperson is to request whether Councillors have a pecuniary interest in any item on the 

Agenda. 

161/16  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005: Regulation 8(2): 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the West Coast Council, held at the West Coast 

Council Chambers, 11 Sticht Street Queenstown, on 17 May, 2016, a copy of which having 

previously been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting, be confirmed as a true and accurate 

record.  

Moved/Seconded 

162/16  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND QUESTION TIME 

Legislative Reference 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005 Regulation 31: 

A member of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days before an ordinary 
meeting of the Council of a question to be asked at that meeting. 

The Chairperson must ensure that, if required, at least 15 minutes of the meeting is available for 
questions to be asked by members of the public. 

Questions and answers to questions may not be debated. 

The Regulations also provide that the Council is to determine any other procedures to be followed 
in respect of question time beyond the Regulation. 
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163/16  PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005 - Regulation 38) 

The chairperson of a meeting, including a closed meeting, may invite a person – (a) to address the 

meeting; and (b) to make statements or deliver reports. 

 

164/16  COUNCILLOR RAISED ISSUES AND INFORMATION 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005 - 29 & 30 

Questions without Notice 

 

Question on Notice 

 

Motion without Notice 

 

Motion on Notice 

Cr Gerrity 

Motion:  

That all Departmental revenue and expenditure figures be included in the 2016/17 Annual Plan. 

 

General Manager’s Comments: 

Including line by line departmental breakdowns in Council’s strategic Annual Plan (including budget 

estimates) document is not necessary: 

1. Publishing these type of breakdowns is not required under the relevant legislation (Local 
Government Act 1993); 

2. The Annual Plan (including budget estimates) in its current form is an improvement on 
previous publications and provides a comprehensive overview of Council’s intentions (for 
the public and other interested stakeholders) concerning fiscal directions, financial targets 
and expenditure estimates across a range of categories;  

3. Scrutiny of whether the line by line operational estimates are being met now occurs on a 
quarterly basis and is completely transparent, given the full line by line breakdown is 
published as part of quarterly updates given at the open Council meetings in question (once 
there are real figures to compare) and the General Manager presents an overview of all 
departmental expenditure at these meetings; 

4. Many Councils in Tasmania (including the two largest) do not burden their Annual Plan (and 
budget estimates) documents with this unnecessary level of excess information / detail. 
Rather, they are designed to be easily readable and easily understood by everyone in the 
community (see table below). 
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  Council Strategic 

Detail 

Departmental 

Breakdown 
Break O'Day √   

Brighton √   

Burnie  √  

Central Coast √   

Central Highlands 

(Only 2013 Plan available) 

             √  

Circular Head  √  

Clarence City √   

Derwent Valley 

(Only 2014/15 Plan Available) 

              

 

√  

Devonport City  √  

Dorset √   

Flinders √   

George Town  √  

Glamorgan Spring Bay √   

Glenorchy City  √  

Hobart City √   

Huon Valley  √  

Kentish √   

Kingborough √   

King Island √   

Latrobe √   

Launceston √   

Meander Valley  √  

Northern Midlands  √  

Sorell  √  

Southern Midlands 

(No Annual Plans Available) 

   

 

 

Tasman  √  

Waratah Wynyard  √  

West Tamar  √  
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165/16  MAYOR AND COUNCILLOR DIARIES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Vickers 

02 May Cradle Coast Authority -  Destination Action Plan workshop – Burnie  

09 May Crime Stoppers Week launch – Hobart  

10 May West Coast Tourism Certificate Presentation – Strahan  

11 May West Coast Wilderness Railway Award – Queenstown  

12 May Workshop Budget Bus – West Coast Towns 

12 May DHHS Meeting – Queenstown  

13 May Bendigo Bank Birthday Celebration – Queenstown  

13 May World Heritage Cruises Vessel Showing – Strahan  

16 May Crime Stoppers Week Wind Up Function – Launceston  

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

19 May Mayor On Air – Queenstown  

19 May Meeting with Adam Brooks – Zeehan  

25 May Emergency Management Meeting – Queenstown  

25 May Meeting Tas Renewable Energy – Queenstown  

26 May Budget workshop – Queenstown  

31 May Meeting Catholic Education – Queenstown  

31 May Green Army Meeting – Queenstown  

Deputy Mayor Pitt 

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

26 May In-house Photo Shoot (Annual Plan) – Queenstown  

Cr Gerrity 

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

26 May Budget Workshop – Queenstown  

Cr Newman 

06 May Granville Harbour Coast Care Meeting – Granville Harbour  

12 May Workshop Budget Bus – West Coast Towns 

12 May DHHS Meeting – Queenstown 

13 May Bendigo Bank Birthday Celebration – Queenstown   

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

26 May Budget Workshop – Queenstown  
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Cr Shea 

12 May Workshop Budget Bus – West Coast Towns 

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

26 May Budget Workshop – Queenstown  

Cr Styles 

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

24 May Petuna ASC Community Consultation – Strahan  

Cr Stringer 

11 May Queenstown Business Group Meeting – Queenstown 

12 May Workshop Budget Bus – West Coast Towns 

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

26 May Budget Workshop – Queenstown  

Cr O’Grady 

17 May Council Meeting – Queenstown  

Cr Medwin 

On Approved Leave 

Recommendation 

That it be RESOLVED that the Mayor & Councillor Diaries and Communications be noted. 
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166/16  COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, Clause 8 (2) (c)  

General Manager’s Comments 

 

Recommendation 

That it be RESOLVED that the Council notes the following Workshops were conducted by Council 

since the last Ordinary Council Meeting:  

Briefing / Workshop Dates Subjects 

26 May 2016 

16 June 2016 

 

Budget Workshop 

Budget Workshop & WCRA Presentation 
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167/16  COUNCIL DECISION STATUS REPORTS/ACTION ITEM LIST 

Recommendation 

That it be RESOLVED that the May 2016 Status Report of Open Council Meeting decisions be 

received. 
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168/16  GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORTS 

Reporting Period: May 2016 

Recommendation 

That the General Manager’s Reports, Planning & Regulatory Services Report, Corporate & 

Strategic Services Report & Civil Works & Town Maintenance Report (Pages 11 to 42 inclusive) for 

May 2016 as presented, be noted. 

Moved/Seconded 

 

 

 

FINANCE 

Reporting Officer: General Manager 

RATES BALANCE:     

  
Y/E 

2015 

Ytd 

15/16 

B/F 1st July 64,980 147,099 

Add Current Rates 6,609,525 6,663,001 

Add Supplementary Rates 307,554 134,127 

Add Penalty Interest 63,106 49,638 

Gross Rates 6,966,483 6,832,679 

(Rates Collected) 5,955,571 6,169,266 

(Pensioner Remissions) 270,426 284,947 

(Granted Remissions & Supplementary Credits) 492,602 47,137 

(Discount Allowed) 179,466 186,377 

(Rates Reduction) 6,898,066 6,687,727 

Rates Balance 147,099 306,139 

 

Please note: Unpaid Rates Auction funds totalling approximately $54,000 will be receipted in June. 
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CASH AT BANK 

          

MONTH ACCOUNT BALANCE  LAST YEAR  VARIANCE  

JULY OPERATING 320,856 161,791 159,065 

JULY INVESTMENT 3,645,710 2,611,235 1,034,475 

AUGUST OPERATING 513,017 260,210 252,807 

AUGUST INVESTMENT 6,349,923 4,858,070 1,491,853 

SEPTEMBER OPERATING 488,385 352,850 135,535 

SEPTEMBER INVESTMENT 6,364,134 4,388,738 1,975,396 

OCTOBER OPERATING 482,889 165,419 317,470 

OCTOBER INVESTMENT 5,918,362 4,457,873 1,460,489 

NOVEMBER OPERATING 725,973 85,024 640,949 

NOVEMBER INVESTMENT 5,722,459 4,318,918 1,403,541 

DECEMBER OPERATING 476,765 116,771 359,994 

DECEMBER INVESTMENT 5,493,052 3,793,144 1,699,908 

JANUARY OPERATING 260,815 553,495 -292,680 

JANUARY INVESTMENT 5,347,300 3,056,964 2,290,336 

FEBRUARY OPERATING 699,359 457,307 242,052 

FEBRUARY INVESTMENT 5,051,280 3,466,843 1,584,437 

MARCH OPERATING 562,518 774,172 -211,654 

MARCH INVESTMENT 5,068,718 2,721,332 2,347,386 

APRIL OPERATING 621,374 564,093 57,281 

APRIL INVESTMENT 4,822,849 2,732,548 2,090,301 

MAY OPERATING 843,428 930,842 -87,414 

MAY INVESTMENT 4,851,636 2,536,825 2,314,811 
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INCOME

Actual 

2014/15

Budget 

2015/16

YTD Budget 

2015/16

YTD   Actual 

2015/16

YTD % 

Change

RECURRENT INCOME

Rates and Charges 6,639,069   6,663,000    6,107,750    6,118,938    0%

Statutory fees and fines 50,233       45,000         40,792         54,946        26%

User Charges including Reimbursements 882,731      1,271,815    1,008,292    754,310      -34%

Operating Grants 3,168,393   2,104,497    1,168,469    1,169,980    0%

Interest 140,867      134,417       123,216       139,467      12%

Visitor Information Centre 229,493      220,917       202,508       244,219      17%

Other Income 332,496      291,063       274,124       180,112      -52%

Investment Income from TasWater 577,796      600,000       260,000       246,605      -5%

12,021,078 11,330,709  9,185,149    8,908,577    -3%

EXPENSES

Employee Costs 4,270,676   4,173,254    3,852,235    3,802,511    -1%

Materials and Contracts 2,437,426   2,837,647    2,625,920    1,703,744    -54%

Depreciation and Amortisation 2,862,913   2,900,581    2,658,866    2,705,962    2%

Other Expenses 1,806,479   1,770,467    1,468,164    1,419,693    -3%

TOTAL EXPENSES 11,377,494 11,681,949  10,605,185  9,631,910    -10%

OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 643,584 (351,240) (1,420,035) (723,333)

CAPITAL INCOME

Capital Grants 450,000      628,736       628,736       767,352      

Net gain/(loss) on disposal of property (2,006,979) 101,000       101,000       63,974        

(1,556,979) 729,736       729,736       831,326      

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) Including Capital Income (913,395) 378,496 (690,299) 107,993

As at 31 May 2016

INCOME STATEMENT
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FINANCIAL & IN-KIND/COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 2015/16 

Reporting Officer:  Executive Assistant 
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GOVERNANCE 

Reporting Officer: Executive Assistant 

Use of Corporate Seal 

DATE DOCUMENT NAME 

18/05/16 Adhesion Order Cutten St, Queenstown 

31/05/15 Deed Variation 
Footpath Program 

WCC & State Growth 
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MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Reporting Officer: Media & Communications Officer 

Regular discussions are held with Council staff to ensure appropriate communication to the public 

is achieved in relation to Council functions and activities.  In May this involved implementing the 

2016-2017 budget communications plan which included a section in the full page Council update 

printed in The Advocate on 17 May, working with the Corporate & Strategic Services Coordinator to 

promote the Unpaid  Rates Auction, liaising with the Property & Facilities Officer regarding a 

household publication as part of the Natural Disaster Resilience Program funded project and 

Administration staff in relation to implementing a burial/cemetery search database on Council’s 

website 

The M&CO held extensive discussions with staff from the Tasmania Fire Service regarding 

appropriate communication plans regarding the commencement of bushfire mitigation planning for 

Zeehan.  This culminated in a joint media release being issued and details being provided via 

Council’s website.  The positive relationships built during these discussions will continue to develop 

as this project is implemented and into the future.  

Internal Communications 

Council’s staff newsletter:  Our Voice was distributed to all staff on 17 May.  Further to Media 

Releases being provided to staff, the weekly Mayor’s Message is also emailed to staff and Councillors 

to ensure all have the opportunity to stay up to date with Council activities.   

Media Releases 

Media releases are issued to state-wide media – television, radio and print.  Media releases are 

placed on Council’s website and Facebook page and emailed directly to staff and Councillors. 

 

May Media Releases Topic Comment 

2 May 2016 Footpath Program Program completed on schedule 

10 May 2016 2016-2017 Budget Public submissions open 

19 May 2016 May Council Meeting Review of decisions, news from May 

meeting of Council 

27 May 2016 Unpaid Rates Auction Unpaid rates auction successful 

30 May 2016 Bushfire Mitigation Joint release with Tas Fire Service regarding 

Zeehan Bushfire mitigation planning 

31 May 2016 West Coast NBN service NBN critical for provision of West Coast 

education services 

 

Total media releases issued to date for 2015-2016: 41 
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Community Updates 

In lieu of a formal Council newsletter, the M&CO is utilising email contacts provided during the 

WCCP2025 process and ongoing meetings to provide brief community updates – items included are 

a combination of Council business, community events, training on the West Coast and other items 

of interest (e.g. grant funding).  Updates have been well received with positive feedback.   

With over 300 people on the distribution list the M&CO utilised this database in May to distribute 

information regarding community assistance program, unpaid rates auction, public budget 

submissions and King Street Bridge works in Queenstown.  One community update was emailed in 

May. 

Facebook 

1047 Facebook users liked Council’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/westcoastcouncil) as at 31 

May.  

Sixty-two posts were made by Council on the page in May. The top five posts in terms of people 

reached (the number of people who see the post) for May were: 

 

Twitter 

Council has a Twitter account (@westcoast_2025) which was established at the commencement of 

the West Coast Community Plan 2025 process.  The account is used primarily to promote WCCP2025 

events and Council achievements amongst media and political environments.  Two tweets were 

made in May, one was a re-tweet of Australian Local Government Jobs advertising the Manager of 

Works & Operations position and the other at the start of the Unpaid Rates Auction. 

51 visits were made to our Twitter profile which is a decrease on previous months. We have 125 

followers, an increase of seven in May. Council was mentioned in four posts (Australian Local 

Government Jobs advertising the Manager of Works & Operations position twice, Tasmania Talks 

regarding West Coast Visitor Centre Trip Advisor award and Tasmania Talks regarding Mayor 

interview on NBN and Unpaid Rates Auction). 

  

Post Date Post Info People 

Reached 

11 May 2016 Truck blocking Macquarie Heads Road 2616 

5 May 2016 Congratulations 5 years’ service – Dwayne Gardner 2246 

17 May 2016 Council meeting underway – first with iPads 1796 

3 May 2016 Dogs found - are you the owner? 1765 

19 May 2016 Dog found – are you the owner? 1497 

http://www.facebook.com/westcoastcouncil
https://twitter.com/westcoast_2025
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Council Website 

Visits to www.westcoast.tas.gov.au for May saw 57% of site users viewing the site for the first time, 

a slight increase on the previous month. 

 

 

Top 5 User Locations Top 5 Pages Visited Top 5 Files Downloaded 

Melbourne Home page Manager Works & Operations Position 

Description 

Hobart Unpaid Rates Auction West Coast municipality map 

Launceston Public Notices Plant Operator Position Description 

Devonport  Media releases Budget Public Submission Form 

Sydney Employment Community Assistance Application Form 

 

http://www.westcoast.tas.gov.au/
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TOURISM & EVENTS 

Reporting Officer: Economic Development, Tourism & Events Coordinator 

Regional involvement: 

Further Destination Action Plan meetings have been held at Zeehan facilitated by the Cradle Coast 

Authority and hosted by the West Coast Heritage Centre. These meetings are attended by a number 

of key stakeholders in the region and good progress is being made. 

In early May the Economic Development, Tourism and Events Coordinator participated in a phone 

conference, together with the West Coast Council General Manager, on the subject of Sustainable 

Murchison 2040. 

Following on from phone discussions, and previous meetings locally, the Economic Development, 

Tourism and Events Coordinator met in Hobart with senior Telstra staff re the Mobile Phone 

Blackspot Program and with Hydro staff. Whilst on that visit the opportunity was also taken to audit 

West Coast Tourism promotion in the Hobart Visitor Information Centre. 

Local engagement: 

Meetings attended locally include, but are not limited to,  

 the Board meeting of the Tasmanian Western Wilderness Tourism Association,  

 a meeting with Parks staff to discuss the Horsetail Falls Track and associated logistic 

matters,  

 meetings with a number of Employment Agencies re possible Work for the Dole projects 

on the West Coast. 

 The Queenstown Business Group  

Discussions have been held, and meetings held or scheduled, with 

 the new owners of the Hunters Hotel 

 the new owner of the old CBA building in Orr Street 

 Cradle Mountain Helicopters (re operating from Strahan) 

 Aquaculture industry leaders 

 West Coast Recreation Association 

 Tasfire re volunteer training program 

 DPIPWE re access to Mount Owen and Mount Read summits 

 Parks re 100 year celebrations in August 

Projects:  

Work continues on forming the Economic Development Advisory Committee, with the concept 

being discussed favourably at the Destination Action Plan meetings in Zeehan and integrated with 

enthusiasm into the document that is being prepared by that group. 

Consultation has continued on various funding opportunities and major projects including the 

Mobile Phone Blackspot Program, Bridges Renewal Program, and the NDRGP (National Disaster 

Recovery Grant Program. 
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Visitor Centre Report: 

Visitor Number for May, 2016 have increased by 12% from May, 2015.  Visitors to the Centre in May 

were 3,295.  Revenue up by 45% from the previous year.  Again thankyou to our hard working team. 

The West Coast Visitor Centre has again been awarded Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence for the 

second year running.  Another fabulous effort by the Staff and well deserved.  Staff have received 

many calls of congratulations, thank you to Council’s Media and Communications Officer for 

advertising the Award. 

May has been a busy month for the team with the increase in Visitors, the usual drop in Visitors 

around the middle-end of May as the winter weather approached. 

Many of the businesses have reduced their hours of operation.  However, the West Coast is very 

much still OPEN FOR BUSINESS.  

World Heritage Cruises are operating Sunday-Thursday 9-00am until 3-00pm.The West Coast 

Wilderness Railway operating Monday – Saturday 10-00am until 2pm.  Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

departing Strahan.  Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday departing Queenstown. 

Bonnet Island Cruises are operating in the evening departing Strahan at 4-30pm, weather 

permitting. Queenstown Heritage Tours are also operating over the entire winter period. The Ship 

That Never Was – film version every night at Risby Cove in Strahan at 5-30pm. 

All staff at the Centre attended the functions held by the West Coast Wilderness Railway.   

The purpose of the functions was to update Staff on the winter/spring schedule and to thank 

everyone for their hard work promoting the West Coast Wilderness Railway. 

I also attending the Emergency Management Meeting held in Queenstown on the 25th May. 

Over the past few days’ staff have been busy helping tourists with the flood situation/ road closures 

across the State. With many roads closured a number of tourists have chosen to stay an extra night 

on the West Coast.    

The West Coast Visitor Centre is open from 12 Midday until 5-00pm, seven days a week. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Reporting Officer: Family Support Officer 

Integrated Family Support Program 

Families Supported Through Program 

14 Families:  Includes 19 Adults and 33 Children on the West Coast. 

Family Support Training 

If the weather is good an IFSS worker will attend. 

Working with people who 

Hoard 

1 Day Course Burnie 

 

Client Transport 

Winter is upon us and we need to think about the transport for clients, counselling appointments 

and access visits. Safety comes first for all, if the weather is really bad and temperatures fall below 

10 - 8 degrees we will not be able to travel to Burnie. New appointments will have to be made. 

Client Transport  IFSS Program Burnie 

Client Transport IFSS Program Burnie 

 

Meetings 

Child Protection Meeting Mission Australia West Coast Council Office 

Allocation Meetings via phone Mission Australia Devonport 

Allocation Meetings via phone Mission Australia Devonport 

 

Standard and Performance Pathways 

This is an ongoing process to adhere to DHHS Quality Standards. 

Marketing 

On-going marketing program, where an IFSS worker will provide other service providers with our 

flyers/brochures and inform of any updates. 

Projects 

Girls Group has started at Mt Heights School and going well. 

Feedback 

“Both workers were an amazing help. This service is an amazing help for all people needing 

assistance and help. Thank you for all your help and I really appreciate it. We were able to reach 

many goals, and all decisions were made together.” 
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Emergency Relief Program  

Our Emergency Relief program comes with generosity from Aurora, Telstra and Salvation Army. 

Our assistance with food parcels, case management and other assistance: 

24 individuals/families on the West Coast. 

With tremendous assistance/collaboration with Salvation Army and the West Coast Council. 
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169/16   PLANNING & REGULATORY SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Planning 

Reporting Officer: Planning & Regulatory Services Coordinator  

APPLICATIONS: 
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Planning Correspondence 

Letter – Tasmania Planning Commission – Comments invited on Draft Findings on Representations 

– Cradle Coast Interim Planning Scheme  

The Commission Panel have completed an assessment of the 260 representations received for all 9 

interim planning schemes in the Cradle Coast Region. 

The Panel has invited representors to make any final comments on the draft findings.   

Council has obtained advice through the Resource Sharing agreement and has been informed that 

the Tasmanian Planning Commission has taken a cautious approach and is only agreeing to make 

changes which correct ambiguities or errors in the text or which repair a zoning damage created by 

translation to the Interim Planning Scheme. 

There is nothing to be done if West Coast Council are content with the zoning changes agreed by 

the Commission for West Coast.  It is anticipated these changes will be made as urgent amendments 

to the WCIPS by mid-year. 

 

Building 

Reporting Officer: Planning & Regulatory Services Coordinator 
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PROPERTY & FACILITIES 

Reporting Officer: Property & Facilities Officer  

Document Control and Manual Development 

 Key register and procedure – ongoing  

 Airport manual – ongoing   

 Asset register and manual – ongoing  

 Residential Tenancy manual and procedure – ongoing  
 

NDRGP 

 Purchased generator & electrical upgrade to be completed by 22 June 

 4 tunnel tents for remote recovery centres have been purchased 

 Training for Recovery Centre Coordinators has been scheduled for June & July for 
completion in October  

 Media and communication processes are being costed and finalised 
 

Residential Properties  

 Budget review on priority maintenance has been completed 

 Heating for 10 units has been ordered with installation scheduled for 14/15 June.  
 

Commercial Properties 

 Budget submission has been completed for the Tullah shops to replace guttering and 
veranda 
 

Facilities 

 Strategy on maintenance and compliancy – ongoing 

 List of buildings with form 56 issued to follow in next agenda. 

 Strahan Airport – 3 lots of maintenance has been completed on the shoulder and sweeping 
of pavement area is currently been undertaken which will allow restricted weight limits for 
regular services to continue. 

 

Asset Management (Buildings) 

 The register and manual updates- ongoing  
 

Leases/Licences  

Lease or Licence  Location  Expiry Date/renewal  Comments 

Nil    
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Environmental Health 

Reporting Officer: Environmental Health Administrator  

Environmental Health 

 MTD YTD BUDGET 

Immunisation  

HPV and Varicella 

= x 2 injections 

2016 Term 2 

 

 

 Immunisation 

injections  

 

 

 41 96  

 

TYPE DESCRIPTION MTD  YTD BUDGET 

Notifiable Diseases Salmonella 0 0 0 

 

The Public Health Act requires seasonal sampling of recreational waters. 

TYPE DESCRIPTION MTD YTD BUDGET 

Recreational Water Swimming Pools 0 15 20 

Recreational Water  West Strahan Beach 0 18 40 
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  Registrations                                                                                  

Food Businesses    MTD YTD Comments 

Rosebery 0 9  

Zeehan 0 8  

Queenstown 1 25  

Strahan 0 17  

Tullah 0 1  

Total  0 60  

Street Dining Licences    MTD YTD Comments 

Rosebery 0 1  

Zeehan 0 0  

Queenstown 1 4  

Strahan 0 3  

Tullah 0 0  

Total  0 8  
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Reporting Officer: Municipal Inspector Animal Control 

 

Animal Control  

MAY 2016 MTD YTD  

Dogs Registered 1 356  

WOL Dogs Registered 3 536  

Dog Impounded  6 28  

Warnings Notices Issued 1 24  

Infringements 5 46  

Dogs Rehomed - Burnie 0 7  

Excess Dog Licence 0 12  

Licence Applications 0 14  

Licence Renewals 0 12  

Permits Issued 0 12  

Complaints 12 68  

Call outs 0   

Queenstown 2 20  

Zeehan 1 5  

Strahan 1 5  

Rosebery 2 6  

Tullah 0 0  

Granville Harbour 0 0  

Trial Harbour 0 0  

Gormanston 0 1  
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Dog Registrations per town 

Town Annual  WOL 

Queenstown  167 240 

Strahan 73 65 

Zeehan 38 111 

Rosebery 60 100 

Tullah 15 17 

Granville/Trial Harbour 3 7 

Total  356 540 

 

Abatement Notices 

Town MTD YTD Comments 

 

Queenstown 0 40  

Zeehan 0 22  

Rosebery 0 39  

Strahan 0 6  

Tullah 0 5  

Total 0 112  

 

Parking Machine Update 

Machine/location  MTD 

Repairs/breakdowns 

Reasons  

Amount collected for 

month 

Comments 

 

1 Miners Siding Q/Town Nil $636.20 

 

ok 

2 Hamers Pub Strahan                   NIL  $126.70 ok 

3 RACT Village Strahan Nil $137.50 ok 

4 Visitor Centre Strahan Nil $505.30 ok 

5 Slipway C/Park Strahan Nil $1816.30 ok 

Total   $3222.00  
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170/16  CORPORATE & STRATEGIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Reporting Officer: Corporate & Strategic Services Coordinator 

Personnel 

Commenced 

Relief Cleaner 

Departures 

Municipal Employee – Queenstown 

Carpenter 

Manager Civil Works & Town Maintenance  

Occupational Health, Safety & Training 

Safety Committee Meeting 

Not held during April 2016 

Lost Time Injuries Month 

1 new injury – 1 ongoing  

Number of Lost Time Injuries year to date  

24 

Number of Lost Days Year to Date due to Injuries 

141 

Month Overview  

The month of May was heavily dedicated to budget preparation and reporting.  For the first time 

West Coast residents and ratepayers had the opportunity to submit items for consideration by 

Council to form part of the 2016-2017 budget deliberations.  

Fees & Charges for the 2016/17 financial year were extensively reviewed and recommendations 

inserted accordingly.  This report forms a part of the June agenda.  

Enterprise Bargaining has commenced, with a dedicated committee formed and working towards a 

new and improved working document.  

The newly formed Safety Committee has been appointed with the first meeting to be held in June. 

Health & Safety Representative training will be undertaken in the coming months to ensure Council 

complies with all current statutory legislation.  
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171/16  CIVIL WORKS & TOWN MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Reporting Officer: Acting Manager of Civil Works and Town Maintenance   

Ongoing Standard Tasks 

Camping Grounds 

Lake Burbury toilets and barbecues cleaned and rubbish cleared daily. 

Macquarie Heads toilets cleaned daily, grass mowed fortnightly and topping up of water in tanks as 

required. 

Airports 

Strahan airport toilets checked once a week and cleaned when necessary. 

Town Maintenance 

CBD areas of Queenstown, Rosebery, Strahan, Tullah and Zeehan cleaned daily. 

Public toilets in Queenstown, Rosebery, Strahan, Tullah and Zeehan cleaned daily. 

Cleaned and checked stormwater catchments on several occasions in all towns. 

Drains unblocked/cleared drains when required. 

Skate Parks and Playgrounds checked daily in Queenstown, Rosebery, Strahan, Tullah and Zeehan. 

General mowing and brush cutting of parks, reserves and nature strips completed in Queenstown, 

Rosebery, Strahan, Tullah and Zeehan. 

Strahan and Queenstown parking machines checked daily to ensure machines are in working 

condition and emptied as required. 

Bins emptied weekly and grass mowed and brush cut as required at Queenstown, Rosebery, Strahan, 

Tullah and Zeehan. 

Council Facilities with approved bookings cleaned and inspected as required. 

Waste Management 

Kerbside household wheelie bine collection conducted weekly. 

Kerbside recycling collection conducted monthly. 

Queenstown, Rosebery, Strahan, Tullah, Zeehan, Trail and Granville Harbour Transfer Stations 

cleaned daily. 

Excess rubbish, scrap metal, tyres and oil from transfer stations carted to Zeehan Landfill when 

required. 

Zeehan Landfill Site rubbish cleaned up and covered daily. 

Internal 

Daily checks and routine preventative maintenance conducted on plant equipment. 

General cleaning and housekeeping as required. 

Additional Tasks Completed 
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Queenstown 

Camping Grounds 

Lake Burbury pothole unsealed road. 

Removed fallen trees. 

Airports 

Dug out & filled test holes Strahan Airport. 

One inspection for landing Queenstown. 

Town Maintenance 

One burial Strahan. 

Tree removal after winds Queenstown & Gormanston. 

Extra stormwater checks & maintenance due to storms. 

Repairs to stormwater, nature strip, unsealed roads, footpaths, gutters Queenstown area. 

Remove concrete block from playing surface Rec Ground. 

Rolled, marked cleaned Rec Ground several times. 

Facility inspections. 

Put out tables & chairs for facility hire, 3 occasions. 

Supply personnel for animal on call – 4 times. 

Locked out basketball rings Sports Stadium- safety issue. 

Installed pipes driveway, Hurst Street. 

Stormwater inspection Harold Street Strahan. 

Repair kerb Orr Street. 

Waste Management 

Scrap metal removed from transfer station(contractors).           

Roads & Signage 

Scrape off mud & spread metal Macquarie Heads road. 

Change bent parking sign pole Orr St. 

Potholed Brown & Little MacNamara Streets.  

Swimming Pools 
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Special Projects & Capital Works 

Installed more seating Rec Ground. 

Capex King Street bridge, install barriers, signage. 

Zeehan 

Town Maintenance 

Fallen tree removal after severe winds. 

Potholing unsealed roads within Zeehan. 

Cold mixing within Zeehan & edging sealed section Trial Road. 

Cleared some open drains within Zeehan. 

Excavator required for Queenstown works requests & Strahan stormwater. 

Marking & maintenance of oval for mini-league. 

Cartage of gravel to Queenstown for oval. 

Waste Management 

Planning continues for the development of stage two. 

Gorse slashing at Transfer Station. 

Roads & Signage 

Emergency repairs to Macquarie Heads road. 

Remove fallen trees from Corinna road. 

Cartage of gravel for R2R. 

Swimming Pools 

Rotation of pumps & addition of chemicals- weekly.  

Special Projects & Capital Works 

R2R- Granville road sealing preparations & sealing, guide post installation. 

Trial road drainage works, gradient improvements & stormwater installation at entrance to Trial 

Harbour. Grading & rolling ongoing. 

Airports 

Zeehan staff repaired sunken test holes at Strahan airport. 

  



 

West Coast Council  21 June, 2016 Page 37 

 

Rosebery 

Town Maintenance 

Removed fallen tree off house in Sale St Tullah. 

Cleared all blocked stormwater, drains & sumps after heavy rain. 

Placed headstone at cemetery. 

Removed fallen trees from Murchison St, Williamsford Road & 12 Parkinson St Zeehan. 

Waste Management 

Cleaned up under all bins @ Transfer Station & cleaned drains. 

Cleared all oil drums from Transfer Station to Zeehan landfill. 

Roads & Signage 

Potholed Williamsford Road & Montezuma Falls carpark. 

Erected bailiff sign on property. 

Restood damaged sign Karlson St. 

Swimming Pools 

Run pumps & backwash. 

Special Projects & Capital Works 

Strahan 

Camping Grounds 

Airports 

Work done on test holes up side of runway.  

Town Maintenance 

Tree removal Hogarth Falls track. 

Clean out drains & sumps Strahan. 

Mow & mark Rec Ground. 

Fix wire fence Harold Street. 

Replace toilet roll holders all public toilets. 

Clean pavers Esplanade, CBD area. 

Remove oil drums & tyres from creek Harvey Street. 

Trim trees Ocean Beach Road. 

Unblock stormwater Harold Street. 

Fix & spread gravel Goulay Street. 
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Waste Management 

Fill up green waste & white goods bins to be taken to Zeehan landfill. 

Clean transfer station. 

Clean out under bins.  

Roads & Signage 

Pothole Lowana Road. 

Put up No Standing signs on Ocean Beach Road near airport. 

Special Projects & Capital works 

Kerbing Crew 

Worked on footpath Preston Street Queenstown. 

Repairs to gabions in Main Street Zeehan. 

Catchments cleared in Rosebery & Queenstown. 

Installed ½ round cement pipes in Preston Street Queenstown. 

Works on closure of King Street Queenstown. 

Staff -  Tafe in Devonport. 

Carpenter 1 

Installed seats in Queenstown Rec Ground. 

Repairs Queenstown Memorial Hall. 

Installed rubbish bins Queenstown. 

Repairs Visitor Centre Strahan. 

Works King Street Bridge. 

Repairs to Change rooms Rosebery oval. 

Placed ashes & plaque, 2 headstones Queenstown Cemetery. 

Fitted soap dispensers & general repairs Queenstown office. 

Checked house in Tullah for damage. 

Boarded up window house Fincham St Zeehan. 
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STATISTICS 

CEMETERIES – BURIALS 2014-2015 

Month Queenstown Strahan Zeehan Rosebery 

July 0 0 0 0 

August 1 0 0 0 

September 0 0 0 0 

October 0 1 0 0 

November 1 0 0 0 

December 1 0 0 0 

January 0 1 0 1 

February 1 0 0 0 

March 0 0 0 0 

April 0 0 0 1 

May 0 1 0 0 

TOTAL 4 3 0 2 

AERODROMES – LANDINGS 2015-2016 

Month Queenstown Strahan 

July 0 5 

August 0 4 

September 0 0 

October 1 5 

November 0 0 

December 1 8 

January 0 0 

February 0 0 

March 1 16 

April 0 0 

May 0 0 

TOTAL 3 38 

  Queenstown is not a licensed airport.  Aircraft land at 

their own risk. 

  Please note that on advice from AVDATA reporting for 

Airports for agenda will be unconfirmed until following 

month 
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Waste Transfer, Landfill, Garbage & Recycling 

Statistics 

Waste Management 

Month Q’Town Rose/Tullah Zeehan Gran. Harb Strahan Total 

July 670 974 243 125 660 2,672 

August 592 833 441 120 556 2,542 

September 764 877 344 155 445 2,545 

October 758 927 354 125 733 2,897 

November 847 1,204 435 123 831 3,440 

December 602 563 332 120 552 2,049 

January 885 886 450 105 1032  3358 

February  784 684 413 95 860 2836 

March 927 1020 371 105 920 3343 

April 747 735 330 75 876 2763 

May 716 770 343 85 824 2738 

June       

 

Garbage Collected: Bins & (m3) 

Month Q’town Rose/Tullah Zeehan Strahan Total Bins Total m3 

July 3,888 2,270 1,120 965 8,243 274.8 

August 2,579 1,463 1,136 938 6,116 203.9 

September 4,082 2,146 1,401 1,331 8,960 203.9 

October 3,255 2,323 1,200 1,159 7,937 264.5 

November 3,284 1,907 1,214 1,079 7,484 249.5 

December 4,035 2,339 1,544 1,502 9,420 265.0 

January 3348 1906 1193 1272 7719 235.0 

February 3376 1980 1232 1291 7879 235.0 

March 4224 2450 1527 1569 9770 292.0 

April 3198 1884 1223 1210 7517 232.0 

May 3094 1795 1419 1343 7651 242.0 

June       
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Recyclables Collected  

 

 

 

 

Waste Management: 

Rubbish deposited at transfer stations and carted to Zeehan 

landfill site: (m3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Month Amount m³ 

July 53.76 

August 55.5 

September 58.5 

October 56.4 

November 68 

December 54.48 

January 45.12 

February 68.4 

March 64.8 

April 56.64 

May 61.68 

June  
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172/16  CORRESPONDENCE 

Recommendation 

That it be RESOLVED that the correspondence (Inward & Outward) as presented be noted. 

Correspondence In 
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Correspondence Out 
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173/16  REPORT – TULLAH OP SHOP PROPOSAL  

 

Title: Tullah Op Shop 

Reporting Officer: Economic Development, Tourism and Events Coordinator 

Date: 07.06.2016 

Appendices: Letter from Celina Hall & Letter of Support from TPA 

 

Purpose 

Raise for discussion a request from the Tullah Progress Association to use the Salon at Tullah 

business centre as an Op Shop. 

Background 

Council received a written approach from Celina Hall, a member of the Tullah Progress Association 

and a member of the Tullah Community stating the Association’s desire to rent the now disused 

Salon at the Tullah business centre for the purpose of providing an Op Shop in Tullah. 

Details 

The shop concerned is part of a building owned by Council and has been vacant for some three 

years, prior to which it was used as a Hair and Beauty Salon. Celina would manage the Op Shop on 

behalf of the Progress Association and it would be manned by Volunteers, with the money raised 

going to the Tullah Progress Association and thereby going back into the community for things such 

as maintaining the playground, gardens, tennis courts, and be used for funding projects such as a 

BBQ area and / or the Tullah Challenge. 

Statutory Implications 

The shop would be run under the Tullah Progress Association’s ABN and all moneys raised would go 

through the Tullah Progress Association’s Bank Account. 

Strategic Implications 

West Coast Community Plan 2025 

Our People Our Community 

1.1.1  Create and maintain community spaces and infrastructure. 

1.2.4  Encourage and recognise volunteering which supports a range of community 

safety, recreational, sporting and cultural activities. 

Policy Implications 

Council currently has no Policy relating to this matter. 
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Financial Implications 

The WCC Property Officer has attended the premises with a Plumber and done a property 

inspection and reviewed a number of plumbing related issues. It was found that pipework 

for a pre-existing basin needed to be removed, the kitchen area needed revamping and a 

roof leak needed repairs. A quotation for $5930.00 to complete these works was received. 

Risk Implications 

Nil 

Consultation Process 

The Economic Development, Tourism and Events Coordinator has met, on site, with the 

proponent and discussed usage, condition of the building, support for the project and the 

process of getting approval. The WCC Property Officer then attended the building as above. 

Comment 

The suggestion by the Tullah Progress Association to implement an Op Shop is considered a 

very worthwhile request, creating an addition to community activity in Tullah, an 

opportunity for interaction by the residents, the opportunity to raise necessary funds, a 

central meeting place for residents and an activity for volunteers in the area. 

 

 

Recommendation 

That Council authorise the General Manager to enter into a formal lease agreement (at a 

nominal fee) with the Tullah Progress Association for the old Salon premises. 

Moved/Seconded 
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174/16  REPORT – AIR QUALITY MONITORING 

Title: Air Quality Monitoring Station for Queenstown 

Reporting Officer: Environmental Health Officer 

Date: 19 April 2016 

Appendices: Email correspondence from the Environmental Protection Authority 

dated 30 March 2016. 

EPA Tasmania Information sheets on the ‘Base Line Air Network of 

EPA Tasmania (BLANKET). 

Department of Health and Human Services Information sheets on 

smoke particulate matter. 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of the report is to inform and seek support from Council for the installation of a ‘real 

time’ Air Monitoring station for Queenstown. 

Background 

Air quality observations of the airshed during winter in Queenstown has raised concerns on the level 

of domestic wood smoke prevalent in the airshed and the level of non-compliant operation of wood 

heaters throughout the residential area. 

In order to quantify the levels of wood smoke particulate matter in the airshed enquires commenced 

with the Environment Protection Authority, (EPA) in 2014 seeking available background data. No 

hard data was available however, anecdotal information pointed to a polluted airshed over the 

winter period. 

Details 

The EPA have installed and operated ‘real time’ air monitoring stations across Tasmania for many 

years with the assistance of various landowners including Councils and government agencies. The 

stations provide data uploads to the EPA website, which is open for public information and 

continually updated at 10 minute intervals. Apart from tracking smoke plumes from forestry 

operations, the data set provides valuable information on the smoke emissions from residential 

wood heaters. This provides valuable health information to residents with respiratory conditions 

such as asthma. The information is linked with the Department of Health’s air quality notification 

system, (http://www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/publichealth/air). 

The absence of a monitoring station on the West Coast has been due to the original rollout of 

stations being linked to forestry burn-offs and the tracking of smoke plumes likely to affect 

residential populations. The side benefit of the monitoring system has been to highlight unhealthy 

winter airsheds in residential areas and allow the aggregation of quantifiable data to underpin any 

remedial programmes as well as informing communities on the local air quality on a real time basis. 

Observations of the Queenstown airshed over winter indicate that in still air conditions the town is 

impacted by wood heater smoke. The operation of many wood heaters is not compliant with 

Environmental Management and Pollution Control (Distributed Atmospheric Emissions) Regulations 

2007. The ability to obtain real time data will enhance the ability of Council to redress this issue and 

ensure an appropriate response to air quality issues.  

 

http://www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/publichealth/air
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The EPA has funding to provide a monitoring station in Queenstown and is seeking to partner with 

Council in installing this monitor in an appropriate location to ensure representative air samples 

whilst ensuring the integrity of the instrumentation. 

On assessment of the airshed direction and in consideration of the installation requirements of the 

EPA it is determined a suitable site would be the Queenstown Pool enclosure. The EPA are agreeable 

to this location and have set out the instrumentation requirements in an email dated 30th March 

2016, (attached). 

Statutory Implications 

The National Environment Protection Measure for Air Quality, (NEPM) provides that the desired 

environmental outcome is an ambient air quality that allows for the adequate protection of human 

health and well-being. 

The NEPM is supported and implemented through State based environmental legislation and sets 

out standards for the concentration of particulate matter in the airshed. The Environmental 

Management and Pollution Control (Distributed Atmospheric Emissions) Regulations 2007 sets out 

operating requirements for wood heaters to promote compliance with the NEPM. Regulation 9 

provides the following; 

9. Emission of smoke from heaters, fireplaces, barbecues &c.  

(1) A person who is the occupier of a building or land is not to cause or allow to be emitted, from a 

heater, fireplace, barbecue, hot water heating appliance, cooking appliance, or heater or appliance 

specified in regulation 4(1), smoke that – 

(a) is visible for a continuous period of 10 minutes or more; and 

(b) during that continuous 10-minute period, is visible for a continuous period of 30 seconds or 

more – 

(i) in the case of a heater, fireplace, barbecue, hot water heating appliance or cooking appliance in 

a building, at a distance of 10 metres or more from the point on the building where the smoke is 

emitted; or 

(ii) in the case of a heater, fireplace, barbecue, hot water heating appliance or cooking appliance 

that is not in a building, at a distance of 10 metres or more from the point where the smoke is 

emitted. 

(2) If an authorized officer or a council officer is of the opinion that a person who appears to be the 

occupier of a building or land is contravening subregulation (1), the officer may serve a written 

notice on that person requiring him or her to take action, within 21 days after the day the written 

notice is served on him or her, to reduce the emission of smoke from the heater, fireplace, barbecue, 

hot water heating appliance or cooking appliance so that it complies with that subregulation when 

in use. 

(3) A person served with a written notice under subregulation (2) must comply with that written 

notice. 

Penalty:  

Fine not exceeding 10 penalty units. 

  

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=%2B67%2B2007%2BGS4%40Gs1%40EN%2B20160421150000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=5;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS4@Gs1@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=%2B67%2B2007%2BGS9%40Gs1%40EN%2B20160421150000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=12;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS9@Gs1@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=%2B67%2B2007%2BGS9%40Gs2%40EN%2B20160421150000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=12;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS9@Gs2@EN
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Strategic Implications 

West Coast Community Plan 2015 

1.1 The West Coast communities are accessible and safe for residents and visitors to the Region 
1.1.1 Create and maintain community spaces and infrastructure. 
1.1.2 Maximise community safety through safe urban design. 
 

2.3 A resilient and strong tourism sector 
 2.3.2  Plan and provide appropriate infrastructure and services to support tourism 
 
3.1 Well planned and resourced assets and infrastructure 

 3.1.1  Coordinate and sequence plan for provision of new infrastructure in the region with 
a long-term strategic perspective. 

3.1.3  Create and continually improve Council asset management (AM) plans and systems 
to manage and maintain all assets in a sustainable manner. 

3.2.3 Road users within the Region demonstrate a high level of road safety awareness. 
3.3.3 The rural road network meets the economic and social needs of the community. 
 

4.1 The Regions Environmental assets are maintained and preserved for future generations 
4.1.4 Develop realistic and sustainable land use strategies for the Region within state and 

national frameworks and in consultation. 
 

5.3  Sound Management of Council resources is undertaken  
5.3.1 The Council meets all statutory requirements. 
5.3.5 Council is recognised as a relevant, well managed, cost effective and operationally 

efficient and customer focused organisation that connects with all of its 
stakeholders. 

5.3.6 Develop and maintain long term financial planning management and reporting to 
ensure resources are provided to deliver services and manage Council’s assets. 

 

Policy Implications 

No Policy Implications 

Financial Implications 

There is no cost to Council in supporting the installation of the monitoring station with the EPA 

offering to cover the installation costs. Running costs are advised as minimal with power usage 

equivalent to a 30watt light globe. 

Risk Implications 

There is no immediate risk to Council, however should the data gathered support the hypothesis of 

a polluted winter airshed action to redress this may ensue. Given any future action will target the 

provision of adequate protection of human health and well-being, there is little risk to Council in 

supporting the installation of monitoring equipment. 

Consultation Process 

There is no consultation at the data gathering stage however, any future remedial actions by Council 

will need to be promoted and discussed within the community. 

 

  



 

West Coast Council  21 June, 2016 Page 130 

 

Comment 

The results of the data provided from the monitoring station will ensure that residents are informed 

of air quality issues and are in a position of knowledge should it be necessary to discuss any remedial 

actions that may be necessary to ensure the air quality is improved across the winter period. It is 

evident that most wood heaters do not comply with the legislation and a period of education on the 

operation of the heaters; sourcing and storage of wood and an assessment of heater types may be 

appropriate prior to any compliance actions by Council under the Regulations. Further longer-term 

actions may also be considered subject to further research based on the data set. It is noted that 

other Councils have run programmes aimed at improving the airshed of residential areas, notably 

Launceston City Council with a buy back scheme of older non-compliant heaters. 

 

 

Recommendation 

That Council consider the offer from the EPA for the installation of an Air Quality Monitoring 

Station for Queenstown to be located at the Queenstown Swimming Pool complex subject to the 

installation costs being covered by the EPA. 

 

Moved/Seconded 
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175/16  REPORT - ZEEHAN TO COMSTOCK RAILWAY – RENAME  

Title: Zeehan to Comstock Railway – Rename 

Reporting Officer: General Manager 

Date: 21 June 2016 

Appendices: Request for renaming  

 

Purpose 

To rename the former Zeehan to Comstock Tramway as it no longer exists in the form of a railway 

or tramway.  

Background 

Council received communication from the Geodata Services, DPIPWE dated 27 April 2016 

(appendix A) requesting that Council review the recommendation provided and advise 

accordingly of it’s decision. 

The tramway is still there and in some places it is used as a vehicular track. It is no longer appropriate 

to label the track with a name that identifies as a tramway. For historic purposes it is appropriate to 

preserve as much of the name as possible. 

Rail Trails Australia recognises the name, and the Nomenclature Board would like to legitimate the 

name given to the track and would consider a new name and entry in the register, such as ‘Comstock 

Rail Trail’. 

Details 

Former Zeehan to Comstock Tramway is now partly trafficable by foot and some sections remain as 

a vehicular track.  Now used as a Rail Trail. 

Information has been extracted from Rail Trails (https://www.railtrails.org.au) to assist Council with 

the purpose behind the recommendation.   

What are rail trails? 

Rail trails are shared-use paths recycled from abandoned railway corridors. They can be used for 
walking, cycling and horse riding. 

Where are they? 

There are now rail trails all around Australia and in other countries too. Rail trails link big and small 
country towns and meander through scenic countryside just as railways did in the past. 

What are they like? 

Most trails have a gravel or dirt surface suitable for walking, mountain bikes and horses. Some are 
sealed and are great for touring bikes too. 

Following the route of the railways, they cut through hills, under roads, over embankments and 
across gullies and creeks. Apart from being great places to walk, cycle or horse ride, rail trails are 
linear conservation corridors protecting native plants and animals. They often link remnant 
vegetation in farming areas and contain valuable flora and fauna habitat. Wineries and other 
attractions are near many trails as well as B&B's and other great places to stay. 
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Are the rails still there? 

The rails are usually removed when a railway is closed, but remnants of the past such as railway 
cuttings and bridges still remain. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

West Coast Community Plan 2025 

1.3 Active participation in sport, recreation and leisure opportunities 

1.3.1  Continually develop the Sport and Recreation plans for the Region to promote 

efficient use of existing sporting facilities and identify future sporting facility 

requirements. 

1.3.2  Encourage and support ‘’active lifestyle’’ initiatives and programs. 

1.3.3  Improved access is available to recreation facilities for young people. 

Consultation Process 

The Corporate & Strategic Services Coordinator has liaised with the Secretary of Rail Trails and the 

Nomenclature Board prior to the preparation of this report.  

Recommendation 

That Council approve the renaming of the “Zeehan to Comstock Tramway” to “Comstock Rail 

Trail”. 

 
Moved/Seconded 
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176/16  REPORT -  DEPUTY MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR 

APPOINTMENT   

Title: Nomination of Deputy Municipal Emergency Management 

Coordinator 

Reporting Officer: General Manager 

Date: 07 June 2016 

Appendices: Nil 

 

Purpose 

To nominate a person to fill the role of Deputy Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator for 

West Coast. 

Background 

As a consequence of staff turnover in recent times it is necessary to reappoint a person to this 

important role. 

Details 

This role plays a critical role and assists Council in the event of a significant emergency situation. 

Statutory Implications 

Under Section 23(1) of the Emergency Management Act 2006 (the Act), the Minister is to appoint 

these roles for each municipal area on a nomination from Council. 

Under Section 23(4) of the Act each Coordinator holds their position “… for the period and on the 

terms and conditions specified in their instrument of appointment”.  

Under section 23(8) of the Act a Council may only nominate a person for the position of Municipal 

Emergency Management Coordinator or Deputy Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator if 

the person, once appointed to the position, would have the authority and ability to make decisions 

relating to the coordination of emergency management in the municipal area during an emergency 

without first seeking the approval of the council. 

Strategic Implications 

West Coast Community Plan 2025 

1.1 The West Coast communities are accessible and safe for residents and visitors to the region. 
 

1.1.3 Develop and implement a best practice Emergency Management Framework in 
partnership with relevant organisations. 

 
5.3 5.3.1  That Council meets all statutory requirements. 

 5.3.5  Council is recognised as a relevant, well managed, cost effective, and operationally    

            and customer focused organisation that connects with all of its stakeholders. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 
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Financial Implications 

Nil 

Risk Implications 

Risks only relate to not having the position in place pursuant to legislative requirement. 

Consultation Process 

Appointments are made by the Minister on nomination by the Council. 

Comment 

Nil 

 

Recommendation 

That Council nominate the following Officer for the position identified and convey that 

nomination to the State Controller: 

 
Scott Butler, currently the Acting Manager Civil Works & Town Maintenance, West Coast 
Council, as Deputy Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator. 

 
 

Moved/Seconded 
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177/16  REPORT – LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

Title: Local Government Code of Conduct 

Reporting Officer: General Manager 

Date: 03 May 2016 

Appendices: Department of Premier and Cabinet Correspondence, Local 

Government (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2016 (S.R.2016, 

No.23), Amendment (Code of Conduct) Act 2015 Information Sheet, 

Code of Conduct Framework, Code of Conduct Complaint Form, 

General Managers Information Sheet, Model Code of Conduct 

Information Sheet, Transitional provisions Information Sheet 

 

Purpose 

This Code of Conduct sets out the standards of behaviour expected of the Councillors of the West 

Coast Council, with respect to all aspects of their role. 

As leaders in the community, Councillors acknowledge the importance of high standards of 

behaviour in maintaining good governance. Good governance supports each Councillor’s primary 

goal of acting in the best interests of the community. 

Councillors therefore agree to conduct themselves in accordance with the standards of behaviour 

set out in the Code of Conduct. 

This Code of Conduct incorporates the Model Code of Conduct made by Order of the Minister 

responsible for local government.  

Details 

This Code of Conduct applies to a Councillor whenever he or she: 

- conducts Council business, whether at or outside a meeting; 

- conducts the business of his or her office (which may be that of Mayor, Deputy Mayor or 

Councillor); or 

- acts as a representative of the Council. 

 

A complaint or failure to comply with the provisions of the Code of Conduct may be made where 

the Councillor fails to meet the standard of conduct specified in the Model Code of Conduct. 

Standards of conduct prescribed under the Model Code of Conduct: 

The model code of conduct provides for the following eight standards of conduct: 

1. Decision Making 

A Councillor is to bring an open and unprejudiced mind to all matters being considered in the 

course of his or her duties, so that decisions are made in the best interests of the community. 
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2. Conflict of interest 

A Councillor effectively manages conflict of interest by ensuring that personal or private 

interests do not influence, and are not seen to influence, the performance of his or her role 

and acting in the public interest. 

3. Use of office 

A Councillor uses his or her office solely to represent and serve the community, conducting 

himself or herself in a way that maintains the community’s trust in the Councillor and the 

Council as a whole. 

4. Use of resources 

A Councillor uses Council resources and assets strictly for the purpose of performing his or her 

role.  

5. Use of information 

A Councillor uses information appropriately to assist in performing his or her role in the best 

interests of the community. 

6. Gifts and benefits 

A Councillor adheres to the highest standards of transparency and accountability in relation to 

the receiving of gifts or benefits, and carries out his or her duties without being influenced by 

personal gifts or benefits. 

7. Relationships with community, Councillors and Council employees 

A Councillor is to be respectful in his or her conduct, communication and relationships with 

members of the community, fellow Councillors and Council employees in a way that builds 

trust and confidence in the Council. 

8. Representation 

A Councillor is to represent himself or herself and the Council appropriately and within the 

ambit of his or her role, and clearly distinguish between his or her views as an individual and 

those of the Council.  

Principles of good governance 

By adopting this Code of Conduct, Councillors commit to the overarching principles of good 

governance by being: 

Accountable – Explain, and be answerable for, the consequences of decisions made on behalf of the 

community. 

Transparent – Ensure decision making processes can be clearly followed and understood by the 

community. 

Law-abiding – Ensure decisions are consistent with relevant legislation or common law, and within 

the powers of local government. 

Responsive – Represent and serve the needs of the entire community while balancing competing 

interests in a timely, appropriate and responsive manner. 

Equitable – Provide all groups with the opportunity to participate in the decision making process 

and treat all groups equally. 
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Participatory and inclusive – Ensure that anyone affected by or interested in a decision has the 

opportunity to participate in the process for making that decision. 

Effective and efficient – Implement decisions and follow processes that make the best use of the 

available people, resources and time, to ensure the best possible results for the community. 

Consensus oriented – Take into account the different views and interests in the community, to reach 

a majority position on what is in the best interests of the whole community, and how it can be 

achieved. 

Statutory Implications 

The code of conduct framework is legislated under the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act). 

Code of conduct 

Tasmanian Councillors are required to comply with the provisions of the Council’s Code of Conduct 

while performing the functions and exercising the powers of his or her office with the council. 

The Code of Conduct incorporates the Model Code of Conduct (made by order of the Minister 

responsible for local government) and may include permitted variations included as attached 

schedules to the Model Code of Conduct.   

Complaints under the Local Government Act 1993 

The Director of Local Government is responsible for the investigation of complaints regarding 

alleged breaches of the Act. 

Any person can make a complaint to the Director, via the Local Government Division (contact details 

below), in accordance with section 339E of the Act, where it is genuinely believed that a Council, 

Councillor or General Manager may have committed an offence under the Act or failed to comply 

with the requirements of the Act. 

Strategic Implications 

West Coast Community Plan 2025 

Our Partnership Our Leadership 

5.3 Sound management of Council resources is undertaken 

 5.3.1 The Council meets all statutory requirements. 

 5.3.5 Council is recognised as a relevant, well managed, cost effective and operationally 

efficient and customer focused organisation that connects with all of its stakeholders. 
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Policy Implications 

Under the Local Government Amendment (Code of Conduct) Act 2015, Council must adopt the 

Model Code of Conduct (either with or without permitted variations) as its Code of Conduct by 12 

July 2016. 

Financial Implications 

NIL 

Risk Implications 

Not adopting the Model Code of Conduct would place Council in breach of the legislative 

requirement. 

Consultation Process 

Discussions with Councillors and Management were held at Council Workshops. 

 

 

 

Recommendation 

 

That Council adopt the Model Code of Conduct in accordance with the Local Government 

Amendment (Code of Conduct) Act 2015. 

 

Moved/Seconded 
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West Coast Council  21 June, 2016 Page 183 

178/16  REPORT - FEES & CHARGES   

Title: Fees and Charges 2016-2017 

Reporting Officer: General Manager 

Date: 21 June 2016 

Appendices: Fees and Charges 2016-2017 

 

Purpose 

To provide Council with a framework, in accordance with legislative requirements for raising sundry 

revenue for the coming financial year (2016/17). 

Background 

As a result of intensive budget preparation work over the last five months, including consultation 

with Councillors, staff and the community, predominantly through the request for submission of 

budget Items for consideration for 2016-17 financial year. A minimum 1.87% calculated rise has 

been applied to all fees.  

Under the Local Government Act 1993, Council is required to prepare an Annual Plan for the 

municipal area each financial year.  The attached fees and charges will form part of that plan. 

Details 

Council set individual fees and charges in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 section 

205 & 206. The fees and charges are set to recover annual operating and maintenance costs, and to 

make a contribution to the cost of replacement of the assets utilised in providing the service.  

Statutory Implications 

Local Government Act 1993 section 205 & 206. 

205. Fees and charges  

(1) In addition to any other power to impose fees and charges but subject to subsection (2), a council 

may impose fees and charges in respect of any one or all of the following matters:  

(a) the use of any property or facility owned, controlled, managed or maintained by the 

council; 

(b) services supplied at a person's request; 

(c) carrying out work at a person's request; 

(d) providing information or materials, or providing copies of, or extracts from, records of 

the council; 

(e) any application to the council; 

 (f) any licence, permit, registration or authorization granted by the council; 

(g) any other prescribed matter. 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS205%2FGs2%2FEN%2B20060613000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=#GS205@Gs2@EN


 

West Coast Council  21 June, 2016 Page 184 

(2) A council may not impose a fee or charge in respect of a matter if –  

(a) a fee or charge is prescribed in respect of that matter; or 

(b) this or any other Act provides that a fee or charge is not payable in respect of that 

matter. 

(3) Any fee or charge under subsection (1) need not be fixed by reference to the cost to the council. 

206. List of fees and charges  

A General Manager of a council is to –  

(a) keep a list of all fees and charges fixed under this Division; and 

(b) make the list available for public inspection during ordinary hours of business at 

the public office. 

Strategic Implications 

West Coast Community Plan 2025 

5.3 Sound Management of Council resources is undertaken  

 

5.3.1 The Council meets all statutory requirements. 

5.3.5 Council is recognised as a relevant, well managed, cost effective and operationally 

efficient and customer focused organisation that connects with all of its 

stakeholders. 

5.3.6 Develop and maintain long term financial planning management and reporting to 

ensure resources are provided to deliver services and manage Council’s assets. 

 

Policy Implications 

The proposed fees and charges have been prepared in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1993 section 205 & 206.  

Financial Implications 

The fees and charges are set based on a minimal contribution to the cost of providing services to 

the community, local businesses and interest outside of our municipality.  

This is in line with increasing maintenance, operational and material costs Council incurs each 

financial year.  

Risk Implications 

By not revising fees and charges each financial year Council is open to more operational costs than 

revenue. Having set fees and charges for particular use of Council-owned assets ensures potential 

hirers use facilities more respectfully. 

Consultation Process 

Budget preparations to date have involved extensive internal consultation between staff and 

Councillors. Consultation included a budget bus tour of the municipality to identify any potential 

Capex projects or operational budget items to incorporate in this year’s initial budget preparation.  

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS205%2FGs1%2FEN%2B20060613000000;histon=;prompt=;rec=;term=#GS205@Gs1@EN
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In addition to the above residents and ratepayers were encouraged to submit items for 

consideration to Council to form part of the 2016-2017 budget deliberations.  

All submissions will be reviewed and taken into consideration so that we can attempt to balance 

competing priorities given the limited available funds. 

 
Recommended Fees and Charges document (attachment 1).  

Comment 

Council’s Manager of Civil Works & Town Maintenance and Supervisor of Operations have identified 

new line items to be included in this financial year’s fees and charges. The new fees include tyre 

disposal to Council’s landfill site, 15 cubic meter skip bin hire and empty, and the creation and 

implementation of Road Traffic Management Plans.  

Implementing a month gym membership to accommodate for those whom are contracted for work 

on the West Coast for 2-3 month term has also been identified and included.  

Further review of the fees and charges and services levels will be undertaken during the 2016/17 

financial year.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. by absolute majority, adopt the fees and charges for the 2016/17 financial year and 
incorporate the resolution in its 2016/17 Annual Plan and Budget Estimates; and 
 

2. authorise the General Manager to publish the Animal Control Fees, Pursuant to Part 2 of 
the Dog Control Act 2000. 

 

Moved/Seconded 
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Fees and Charges 2016-2017 
Effective 1 July 2016 GST inclusive where applicable 

HIRE CHARGE HALLS      FEE 2016/17 

The following fees for all uses apply to residents and ratepayers only, unless 
otherwise specified  

  
 

Bonds       
Key Bond (per key)    $57.00 
Business Functions     $338.00 
Private/Social Functions    $563.50 

A non-refundable part of bond will be kept if left uncleaned        
Memorial Hall Queenstown & Rosebery       

Community Groups    
$18.85p/h (max 

$74.00) 
Social Functions      $124.80 

Local Business    
$109.50p/h (max 

$312.00) 
Business other than local     $625.50 
Kitchen appliances (stove, deep fryer etc.)     $282.00 
Round tables (30 available seating 10-12 people) Queenstown Memorial Hall 
only  

    $10.50 each 

300 Chairs & 15 Trestle tables Queenstown Memorial Hall only     incl. In hire 
Cleaning (if left uncleaned)     min $164.00 
Cleaning Kitchen (if left uncleaned)    min $164.00 

Front Room only (Rosebery Memorial Hall only)  or      50% reduction  

Club hire for activity with youth under the age of 18 years    50% reduction  
Recreation Halls Strahan & Zeehan       

Community Groups    
$11.40p/h (max 

$37.50) 
Social Functions      $125.00 

Local Business    
$70.80p/h (max 

$200.00) 
Business other than local     $394.00 
Cleaning (if left uncleaned)    min $164.00 
Club hire for activity with youth under the age of 18 years     50% reduction  
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HIRE CHARGE SPORT & RECREATION     FEE 2016/17 

Bonds       

Key (per key)    $57.00 

Swipe Card (per swipe card)     $22.00 

Sports Stadium Queenstown       

Annual hire  - Associations     $1,456.00 

Annual hire Associations with youth under the age of 18 years      50% reduction  

Light usage charge per hour    $10.20 

Half day (up to 4 hours)     $73.00 

Full day (over 4 hours)    $96.50 

Casual rate per session (2 hours or part thereof)      $11.50 

Cleaning Stadium area (if left uncleaned)    $108.50 

Cleaning toilet (if left uncleaned)     $85.00 

*Casual hirers must complete a user agreement & acknowledge conditions of use. Stadium not available between 
10pm-6am 

$2.00 per 15min for lighting (via insertion of coins in meter) 

Sports Stadium Strahan       

Annual hire - Associations     $726.00 

Annual hire - Associations with youth under the age of 18 years      50% reduction in fee 

Light usage charge per hour    $5.60 

Half day (up to 4 hours)     $38.00 

Full day (over 4 hours)    $73.00 

Cleaning (if left uncleaned)     $92.50 

Squash & Fitness Centre Queenstown & Zeehan        

1 month membership     $36.00 

3 month membership     $67.50 

6 months membership     $135.00 

12 months membership     $204.00 

12 months Family membership     $405.50 

Bluestone & Renison Mine employees - individual membership (as 
subsidised by mining company) 

    30% discount 

Group bookings 7+     15% discount 

Group bookings 10+     20% discount 

Group bookings 20+     30% discount 

Casual rate per session (8.30am - 4.30pm Monday - Friday)     $6.50 per day 

Casual Room hire (Queenstown)     $21.00 p/h 
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Sports Grounds        

Annual hire - Associations with youth under the age of 18 years     50% reduction  

Hire Junior Sports events (under 13's) all venues including schools     Free 

Senior Football     

Annual hire - Association     $1,456.00 

Charge per home game    $121.00 

Light usage charge per hour     $10.20 

Cricket     

Annual hire - Association     $727.50 

Charge per home game    $121.00 

Light usage charge per hour     $10.20 

Hockey (Rosebery Hockey Ground)      

Annual hire - Association     $322.00 

Line marking     $163.00 

Casual       

Half day (up to 4 hours)    $96.50 

Full day (over 4 hours)     $183.00 

HIRE CHARGE BOARD ROOMS     FEE 2016/17 

Charges will not apply to non-profit community organisations 
(room hire only)  

  
 

Tea/Coffee Provided (per 10 people)     $12.00 

Use of kitchen other than tea/coffee    $34.50 

Mayor's Office       

Full day or part thereof      $36.00 

Cleaning (if left uncleaned)    $45.00 

Council Chambers       

Half day (up to 4 hours)    $88.50 

Full day (over 4 hours)     $104.00 

Cleaning (if left uncleaned)    $45.00 

Second Room       

Half day (up to 4 hours)    $52.00 

Full day (over 4 hours)     $73.00 

Cleaning (if left uncleaned)    $45.00 
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Administration      FEE 2016/17 

West Coast Business Directory       

Bound copy    $11.50 

Photocopy only     $4.50 

Website download    Free 

Photocopying & Facsimile       

A4 sheet - single sided (per page)    $0.45 

A4 sheet - double sided (per page)     $0.55 

A4 sheet - colour single sided (per page)    $0.55 

A4 sheet - colour double sided (per page)     $0.65 

A3 sheet - single sided (per page)    $0.65 

A3 sheet - double sided (per page)     $1.00 

A3 sheet - colour single sided (per page)    $1.00 

A3 sheet - colour double sided (per page)     $1.50 

Major tasks (per operator hour)    $40.50 

Facsimile first page     $4.50 

Facsimile each subsequent page    $1.00 

Freedom of Information Application       

Application Fee    $41.00 

(Subject to the Right to Information Act 2009)       
Extract from Valuation List       

Extract from Valuation List    $25.00 

West Coast Visitor Information Centre        

Commission (normal bookings)    15% 

Annual DL Brochure display & membership (per space)     $133.50 

Annual A4 Brochure (per space)    $259.00 

Annual Backlight display (per space)     $382.00 

Annual Appngo advertising     $260.00 

Annual Combo DL/A5 plus Appngo advertising     $353.50 

Camping Macquarie Heads & Lake Burbury        

Nightly fee (per site)    $7.00 

Annual licence - Macquarie Heads      $1,011.00 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH        

Food & Street Dining       

Food Business registration/inspection    $121.00 

Temporary Food Licence     $11.00 

Street Dining Licence (per table, per year)    $99.00 

Other Charges       

Abatement Administration fee     $135.00 

Place of Assembly (single event)    $74.00 

Place of Assembly (annual licence)      $126.00 

Public Health Risk activities - Skin Penetration (Body Piercing)    $126.00 

Annual Hawkers/Kerbside Vendors     $121.00 

Sharps Containers (per container)    $3.00 

Private Water apply licence     $244.00 

Regulated Systems (cooling towers)    $183.00 

Environmental Health Occupancy Form 50 Food (Premises)      $157.00 

Parking Fees       

In metred zone     

15 minutes     $0.20 

30 minutes    $0.40 

45 minutes     $0.60 

1 hour    $1.00 

Strahan Car Park (per day)     $5.00 

Queenstown Car Park (per day)    $5.00 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT     FEE 2016/17 

Zeehan Landfill Site       

Weekend/holiday opening fee    $377.50 

General & putrescible waste etc.     $36.90 per m3 

Hazardous Waste Disposal at Landfill Site only (Zeehan)       

Asbestos    $314.80 per m3 

Tyre Disposal to Landfill Site (Zeehan)       

Car and motorcycle tyres    $6.00 each 

Light truck (up to 9.5 GVM)     $10.00 each 

Trucks     $19.00 each 

Earthmovers & Tractors (cut in half)      $19.00 each 

Earthmovers & Tractors (uncut)     $38.00 each 

Tyres with rims (additional cost to above)      $10.00 each 

Bin Purchase & Rental        

140 Litre Wheelie Bin - replacement or additional     $63.50 

240 Litre Wheelie Bin - replacement or additional      $86.00 

Recycling bin (240 Litre) - replacement or additional     $86.00 

Commercial Recycling (purchase of bins for collection)     assessed on application 

Recycling monthly collection - residential (annual charge)    $21.00 

Recycling monthly collection - commercial (annual charge)     $33.00 

Skip Bin       

Skip bin rental per month - 3.0m3    $59.50 

Skip bin rental per month - 4.5m3     $83.50 

Skip bin rental per month - 6.0m3    $114.50 

Skip bin rental per week - 15.0m3     $100.00 

Skip bin lift - 3.0m3     $51.00 

Skip bin lift - 4.5m3    $56.00 

Skip bin lift - 6.0m3     $79.00 

Skip bin lift - 3.0m3 recycling (mines only)    assessed on application 

Skip bin lift - 4.5m3 recycling (mines only)     assessed on application 

Skip Bin lift - 15.0m3    $400.00 
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BUILDING CHARGES     FEE 2016/17 
Building        
Class 10 with a value of $20,000 or less     $193.50 

Class 10 with a value of $20,000 or more     
$193.50 + $1.00 per thousand 
cost of works to be capped at 

$204.00 
Class 1 with a value of $20,000 or less     $204.00 

Class 1 with a value of $20,000 or more      
$204.00 + $1.00 per thousand 
cost of works to be capped at 

$204.00 
Class 2-9 with a value of $20,000 or less     $306.00 

Class 2-9 with a value of $20,000 or more      
$306.00 + $1.00 per thousand 
cost of works to be capped at 

$306.00 
Demolition work    $149.00 

Industry training Levy (State charge)       
Building DIER Levy (State charge)     
Change of Use     $179.00 
Miscellaneous certificates or notices    $119.50 
Building Certificate (Class 10)     $238.50 
Building Certificate (Class 1)    $259.00 
Building Certificate (Class 2 to 9)     $477.00 

Illegal works    Double normal charges 

Extension of permit     $119.50 
Inspection (if required)    $238.50 
Search & Copy of permit & plans     $60.00 
Plumbing        
Application for plumbing permit (Class 10)    $119.50 
Application for plumbing permit (Class 1 to 9)     $238.50 
Special Connection permit    $458.00 

Audit Inspections      $239.50 
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT      FEE 2016/17 

        

No Permit required assessment     $102.00 

Development with a value of $20,000 or less      $143.00 

Development with a value of $20,000 or more  
 

  
$204.00 + $1.00 per 

thousand cost of works 
Advertising Fee (for discretionary permits excluding level 2 
activities)     $306.00 

Level 2 Applications  
 

  
$2,547.00 + advertising 

costs 

Application for minor amendment to permit     $119.50 

Application for an extension of time    $119.50 

Signage (per sign)     $119.50 

Subdivision       

Up to 10 lots $500 base rate plus $80 per lot    min $1,441.00 

More than 10 lots     min $1,907.70 

Examination & Sealing of final plan    $417.00 

Plus per lot services     $47.00 

Plus per lot unserviced    $60.00 

Application for Stratum plan     $357.50 

Application to amend Sealed plan    $297.00 

Application for Adhesion order     $417.00 

Application for extension of time    $179.00 

Application to Amend Planning Scheme       

Amendment including textual amendments or sites    $2,192.50 plus TPC charges 

Advertising cost     min $357.50 

Copy of Planning Scheme Ordinance     $60.00 
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AIRPORTS     FEE 2016/17 

Airport Landing Fees (MTOW 5700kg)       

Avturbo Aircraft     $19.00 per MTOW min $26.00 

Avgas Aircraft     $12.50 per MTOW min $26.00 

Annual licence - Non-RPT Aircraft    $781.50 

Helicopter landings     
50% of normal landing charge 

for other aircraft 
Fuel Storage area (weekly hire)    $44.70 

Fuel Storage area (annual hire)     $1,237.50 

Queenstown Airport - event hire    $52.00p/h 

EXCAVATIONS & WORKS      FEE 2016/17 

Reinstatement of Excavations       

Bitumen footpath    $121.75 per m2 

Bitumen roadway     $150.80 per m2 

Concrete footpath    $224.10 per m2 

Concrete vehicular access     $295.40 per m2 

Unipave    $173.20 per m2 

Plus per broken block     $4.60 

Works in Road Reservations (includes driveway construction)       

Application fee, inspection(s) and bond    assessed on application 

Transporting Heavy Loads       

Bond for transporting heavy loads on Council roads/bridges     assessed on application 

Events Management       

Development & implementation of traffic management plans, 
placement of signage & rubbish removal  

   assessed on application 

Create Traffic Management Plan (Monday to Friday)     $45.00 p/h 

Implement, set up & removal (includes two staff, vehicle and 
signage) Monday to Friday  

  $155.00 p/h min. 2 hours 

Implement, set up & removal (includes two staff, vehicle and 
signage) Weekends     assessed on application 

Advertising - Road Closures    $300.00 

 

CEMETERIES CHARGES     FEE 2016/17 

Lawn Cemetery - Queenstown       

Single depth burial     $1,133.00 

Double depth burial      $1,250.00 

Children under 12    No charge 

Cemetery - Strahan, Zeehan & Rosebery       

Single depth burial     $789.00 

Double depth burial      $916.50 

Children under 12    No charge 

Other Charges       

Extra - weekends/holidays    $509.50 

Reservation (burial)     $329.50 

Reservation (niche wall)    $107.00 

Second Interment     $854.50 

Niche Wall Internment    $196.50 

Placement of ashes in grave     $158.00 

Plaque on Niche wall (memorial no ashes)    $188.50 

Exhumation of body     $1,654.50 

Record search     $32.10per 1/2 hr 
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SWIMMING POOL CHARGES       

Single Entry        

Toddler    $1.00 

Children (5 years & up)     $2.00 

Adult 16 years & up)    $5.00 

Concession     $2.50 

Family    $6.00 

Spectator     $1.00 

Season Tickets (pro rata per part year)        

Children    $61.50 

Adult 16 years & up)     $137.00 

Concession (adult)    $61.50 

Family     $163.50 

Concession (family)    $97.00 

Other Hire (subject to application & approval conditions)       

Lane hire - (during public opening hours)    $11.00p/h 

School class groups (out of hours)     $128.50 

School class groups (during public opening hours)    $71.00 

School carnivals (no staff provided) including school fun days     $140.50 
Out of hours (e.g. community groups, sporting groups other than 
those paying season association fee & approved water 
exercise/rehabilitation programs per session) if not paying 
annual fee 

   
$21.40p/h + normal entry 

fee (excl. season ticket 
holders) 

Approved water exercise/rehabilitation programs - annual     $128.00 

Out of hours lifeguard (subject to availability)    $69.00p/h 

Out of hours bronze medallion (subject to availability)     $45.00p/h 

Approved learn to swim programs    Free 

Season association hire fee     $338.00 

Cleaning pool (if left uncleaned by hirer) includes change rooms    $128.50 
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ANIMAL CONTROL CHARGES     FEE 2016/17 

Dog Registrations if paid by 31 July 2016       

Whole of life for each un-sterilised dog    $497.00 

Concession     $242.50 

Whole of life for each sterilised dog    $88.00 

Concession     $43.00 

Annual charge for each un-sterilised dog    $51.00 

Annual charge for each sterilised dog (certificate required)     $14.00 

Puppy (under 6 months of age)    $23.50 

Annual charge for each classified dog        
Working dogs    $26.00 

Registered Greyhound     $26.00 

Registered Breeder    $26.00 

Guard dogs     $26.00 

Registration for dangerous dog    $127.50 

Concession annual charge per dog (max 2 dogs only)     $7.50 

Guide dogs or Hearing dog (or any other certified medical reason) 
proof required 

   Free 

Application for Kennel Licence 3 or more dogs     $76.00 

Application for Kennel Licence more than 5 dogs    $81.00 

Renewal of Kennel Licence (includes inspection of site)     $76.00 

Appeal in respect of a Kennel Licence    $34.00 

Surrender Fee     $87.00 

Daily Fee for each impounded dog    $28.00 

Dog release fee (office hours)     $38.50 

Dog release fee (after hours)    $124.00 

Inspection of register (per 10 minutes of staff time)     $9.50 

Printout of certificate of particulars from register    $11.50 

Replacement of registration tag     $11.50 

Complaint lodgement (refunded if complaint confirmed)    $23.00 
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Dog Registrations if paid after 31 July 2016       

Whole of life for each male or female un-sterilised dog    $507.00 

Concession     $247.50 

Whole of life for each male or female sterilised dog    $89.50 

Concession     $44.00 

Annual charge for each male or female un-sterilised dog    $74.00 
Annual charge for each male or female sterilised dog (certificate 
required) 

    $25.50 

Puppy (under 6 months of age)    $23.50 

Annual charge for each classified dog        

Working dogs    $38.50 

Registered Greyhound     $38.50 

Registered Breeder    $38.50 

Guard dogs     $38.50 

Registration for dangerous dog    $255.00 

Concession annual charge per dog (max 2 dogs only)     $19.00 
MARQUEE, TABLE & CHAIR HIRE  **All fees listed below are 
charged per day     FEE 2016/17 

Marquee (6x6)       
Bond      $255.00 

Setup (double on weekends or public holidays)     $255.00 

Pull down (double on weekends or public holidays)      $168.00 

Delivery (double on weekends or public holidays)     $71.50 

Return (double on weekends or public holidays)      $71.50 
West Coast Community Groups (non-profit)     FREE 

Social Functions      $122.50 
Local Business    $183.50 

Business other than local     $234.50 
Fold-out table (per table) (West Coast non-profit community 
groups free) (5 tables) 

   
$12.50(plus delivery & return 

charges) 
Chair hire (per chair) (West Coast non-profit community groups 
free) (100 Chairs) 

    
$1.50 (plus delivery & return 

charges) 
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179/16  REPORT – RATES POLICY  

Title: Rates Policy 

Reporting Officer: General Manager 

Date: 21 June 2016 

Appendices: Council Policy (WCC.009) Rate Policy 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to provide West Coast Council (“Council”) and the community with a 

transparent approach to raising rates and charges throughout the municipality and to meet the 

requirements of Section 86 of the Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”).  

Background 

In December 2011, the Act was amended to require Councils to implement rates and charges 

policies to provide transparency in decision making, and to educate their communities about how 

revenue is raised. 

Details 

The following policy introduces the basic elements of rates and charges as described by the Act and 

identifies the key decisions that Council has made in arriving at a rates and charges structure suited 

to the needs of the West Coast municipality. 

The policy should reflect that a Council has considered the principles of taxation, including the 

burden that raising of rates places on ratepayers and how it should be distributed. The value of a 

rate payer’s land (land value, capital value or assessed annual value) should be considered as an 

indicator of the capacity of ratepayer to pay rates. 

The formatted policy is attached for insertion in to Council’s policy register and made available for 

public viewing online and at the Council Office & Agencies.  

Statutory Implications 

Legislative framework 

Part 9 of the Act provides Council’s with the legislative power to raise rates and charges. 

86B. Rating and charging policies to be made available to public 

(1) A Council must adopt a rates and charges policy by 31 August 2012. 

(2) A Council's rates and charges policy must contain – 

(a) a statement of the policy that the Council intends to apply in exercising its powers, or 

performing its functions, under this part; and 

(b) a statement of policy in respect of prescribed matters, if any. 
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(3) A Council's rates and charges policy in relation to the making or varying of a rate must take into 

account the principles referred to in section 86A(1). 

(4) A Council must review its rates and charges policy – 

(a) by the end of each successive 4-year period after 31 August 2012; and 

(b) at the same time as, or before, making a type of rate, charge or averaged area rate in 

respect of a financial year, if a rate, charge or averaged area rate of that type was not made 

in respect of the previous financial year; and 

(c) at the same time as, or before, making under section 107 a variation of a rate or charge 

in respect of a financial year, if such a variation of that rate or charge was not made in 

respect of the previous financial year; and 

(d) at the same time as, or before, setting a minimum amount under this part; and 

(e) at the same time as, or before, altering the circumstances in which a rate, charge or 

averaged area rate, or a variation of a rate or charge, is to apply to rateable land. 

(5) A Council, as soon as reasonably practicable after adopting or altering its rates and charges 

policy, must make copies of the policy as so adopted or altered available to the public – 

(a) in paper form, on payment of a reasonable charge; and 

(b) in electronic form, at a website of the Council, free of charge. 

(6) A rate, averaged area rate or charge is not invalid by reason only that it does not conform to the 

Council's rates and charges policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

West Coast Community Plan 2025 

5.3 Sound management of Council resources is undertaken 

            5.3.1 The Council meets all statutory requirements 

5.3.5 Council is recognised as a relevant, well managed, cost effective and operationally 

efficient and customer focused organisation that connects with all of its stakeholders.  

5.3.6 Develop and maintain long term financial planning, management and reporting to 

ensure resources are provided to deliver services and manage Council’s assets. 

Policy Implications 

This policy will replace Rate Policy No. 28 with review date 19 June 2016.    

The Rates Policy will be scheduled for review in June 2020 (Appendix B). 

Part 3.2.1 of the policy refers to the current variations to the General Rate – Section 107, as Council 

is yet to receive valuation entries following the High Court decision to rate fish farms, it has not been 

referred to within this section. 

Should Council move to levelling rates on the land value not AAV as currently conducted, the rates 

policy will be amended accordingly.  

 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS86A%40Gs1%40EN%2B20160610000000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=204;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS86A@Gs1@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS107%40EN%2B20160610000000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=239;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS107@EN
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This policy is a working document and can be amended by absolute majority by Council during the 

four year period of adoption.  

Financial Implications 

No financial implications. Council would be in contravention of Part 9, Section 86B of the Local 

Government Act 1993 (as amended). 

Recommendation 

That Council, by absolute majority, adopt the new rate policy (WCC.009 Rate Policy).   

Moved/Seconded 
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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide West Coast Council (“Council”) and the community with a 

transparent approach to raising rates and charges throughout the municipality and to meet the 

requirements of Section 86 of the Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”).  

In December 2011, the Act was amended to require Councils to implement rates and charges 

policies to provide transparency in decision making, and to educate their communities about how 

revenue is raised. 

The following policy introduces the basic elements of rates and charges as described by the Act and 

identifies the key decisions that Council has made in arriving at a rates and charges structure suited 

to the needs of the West Coast Municipality. 

SCOPE 
This policy covers; 

 

 Rating Strategy  

 Property Valuations for the purpose of Rates 

 General Rates  

 Minimum Amount Payable 

 Rate Cap 

 Service Rates and Charges  

 Rates Concession  

 Rates Remissions  

 Payment of Rates  

 Recovery of Rates 

 Sale of Land for Non-payment of Rates  

 Objection Rights 
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BACKGROUND 

Rates are a form of taxation levied against land-owners and are the main source of revenue available 

to Council. Revenue raised through the collection of rates provides funding for the broad range of 

Council activities and services including: 

 Maintenance of roads, footpaths and stormwater; 

 Upkeep of public venues, parks, playgrounds and public toilets; 

 Operating sporting facilities including swimming pools and gymnasiums; 

 Community services; 

 Land use planning and approvals; 

 Garbage collection, transfer stations and landfill operations; 

 Collection of fire levies; 

 Administration; and  

 Providing advocacy on behalf of residents to State and Federal Government 

Departments. 

 

To fairly and equally distribute the burden of the cost of these services across the community, 

Council takes into consideration: 

 Capacity to Pay; 

 Who Benefits from the Services; 

 Simplicity; 

 Long Term Sustainability; 

 Efficiency; and 

 Current Economic Environment.  
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POLICY 

Rating Strategy 

The Act allows Council to raise revenue for the purpose of providing a broad variety of services to 

the community. Council ensures it only raises the revenue it needs to efficiently balance its service 

levels with the needs and expectations of the community in the best equitable manner achievable.  

When determining its rates each year Council gives consideration to the current economic 

environment and the capacity of the community to pay for the services. Council’s aim during the 

decision making process is to achieve a fair distribution of the burden across the community.  

Council must find the right balance between a capacity to pay and the benefits received. 

Understanding that there are certain areas of the community that have more access to, and can 

benefit from, certain services. To achieve this Council implemented a rating structure composed of 

two key rating elements – general and service rates. 

 General Rates – Section 90 

The general rate is levied against the Annual Assessed Valuation (AAV) set by the Valuer General.  

Council sets a general rate each year. It is then calculated by multiplying the property valuation AAV 

by the general rate set. 

Variations to the General Rates – Section 107  

Council has chosen to vary the general rate to reflect ratepayers’ ability to contribute to 

Council’s cost of providing services and facilities to the community. Examples of these 

variations include the following: 

 
Quarrying and Mining Operations  

The rate for quarrying and mining operations is higher than the general rates because it takes into 

consideration: 

 The employment of a large number of non-ratepayers who use Council facilities 
within the municipality; and 

 Quarrying / Mine owners and or operators have a greater capacity to contribute 
than other ratepayers. 
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Industrial Operations   

The rate for industrial operations is higher than the general rates because owners and or operators 

have a greater capacity to contribute than other ratepayers and often this is not reflected in the 

AAV for their property.  

Vacant Land 

The rate for vacant land is less than the general rates because it takes into consideration: 

 Local owners are already making a contribution to Council’s costs through the 
general rates on their place of residence; and  

 Non-local owners are not generally availing themselves of Council’s facilities. 

Service Rates and Charges – Section 93 and 94  

Council provides a wide range of services, these are predominantly funded through the general rate. 

Council also provide some specific services for which it has decided to recover the cost separately 

for example: 

 Garbage collection; 

 Stormwater;  

 Waste management; 

 Fire Levy; and  

 Recycling.  

 

Garbage Collection  

Council charges a fixed rate to all residential ratepayers to recover weekly garbage collection costs 

because these are distributed reasonably equally across all properties irrespective of size or value.  

Businesses are charged at a different fixed rate because Council has taken into consideration they 

typically have a larger volume to collect. Some larger businesses may engage in contracted 

arrangements for larger bins or skip bins provided by Council, under commercial arrangements 

outside of the rating system or, alternatively, may have their own arrangements and be exempt 

from charges.  

Stormwater  

Council has implemented a fixed rate for recovery of stormwater costs because, independent of 

property value, these are consistent across all properties. The stormwater fixed rate is based on the 

total cost of providing the service divided by the number of properties throughout the municipality. 

The stormwater charges acknowledge that there is significantly less cost associated with vacant 

land.  
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Waste Management 

There are two components to waste management, one variable and one fixed, the variable 

component is designed to contribute to the operation and ultimate regeneration of the regional 

landfill site located in Zeehan.  

The fixed component is intended to contribute to the provision and maintenance of transfer stations 

located in each town and the logistics of transferring waste to the regional landfill site.  

Council has taken into consideration differentials between commercial and residential rates and 

reflects the differences in volumes generated by each property type.  

Fixed rates – Section 91 

The fixed rated is a flat rate charge that forms part of the general rate. Where Council provides 

benefits evenly across all ratepayers, the Act allows Council to levy a fixed rate equally to all 

properties to a maximum of half (50%) of the total general rate.  

In addition to the variable portion of the general rate, Council has assigned a single fixed rate across 

all property types, this is used as a fixed component and leveller for the general rate.  

Minimum Amount Payable– Section 90(5) 

When a rating item does not consist of a fixed component, a minimum amount payable component 

may be specified in conjunction with a variable rates. This component is calculated as rate multiplied 

by AAV but, if the result is less than the minimum amount specified then the minimum amount 

applies.  

Council has decided to only apply this method to the collection of general and volunteer fire levies, 

where the objective is to collect from each ratepayer, as a minimum, the amount levied against 

Council that is collected on behalf of the Tasmanian Fire Commission (TFC).  

Amounts exceeding the TFC levies contribute to Council’s commitment to the local State Emergency 

Service branches throughout the municipality.  

Rates Remissions – Section 129 

Council offers rates remission under provision of Section 129 of the Act to eligible pensioners and 

Non-Profit Organisations including, but not limited to: 

 Community Services Groups; 

 Churches; 

 Museums 

 Charitable Organisations; and  

 Senior Citizens Clubs. 
 

All requests for rates remissions for are subject to compliance with Council’s Non-Profit Organisation 

Rates Remission Policy WCC.008 and Pensioner Remission Policy No. 27.  
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To provide additional assistance to pensioners due to the remoteness of the West Coast and the 

increasing living costs, Council provides to eligible pensioners an additional 10% remission on rates 

calculated after the deduction of Fire Service Levy.  

Non-Profit Organisations are able to submit requests for general rate remission in accordance with 

Council’s Non-Profit Organisation Rates Remission Policy, subject to eligibility Council will remove 

the general rate component from the property the Non-Profit Organisation operates out of.  

Payment of Rates – Section 124  

Council offers two methods of payment options to its ratepayers - in full or by four equal instalments 

as specified on the issued rates notice. Payments can be made via: 

 Direct debit; 

 Australia Post; 

 Bpay; 

 Direct deposit; 

 Centrepay;  

 Council general office located in Queenstown; or 

 Council agencies located in Zeehan, Rosebery and Strahan. 
 

Council acknowledges some ratepayers may, or are likely to, experience difficulty with meeting the 

designated methods of payments. In these cases, ratepayers are encouraged to contact Council to 

discuss alternative payment arrangements. 

Any arrears from the prior financial year will be attached to the first instalment amount with all 

payments going directly to any applicable arrears first.   

Section 124 (5) of the Act allows that Council may, if a ratepayer fails to pay any instalment within 

21 days of the date on which the rates are due,  to require the ratepayer to pay the full amount 

owing for the financial year. 

Discount for Early Payment – Section 130 

Council offers a 5% discount to all ratepayers when making payment in full on or before the 1st 

instalment date specified on the issued rates notice.  

This discount is only applicable to the current financial year’s rates raised and is not applied to any 

applicable arrears from previous financial years. 

 Late payment of Rates – Section 128 

Should rates not be paid by the due date, daily interest will be applied in accordance with Section 

128 of the Act.   
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Interest is calculated by using the following formula as provided by the Act –  

 

 
where – 

P is the prescribed percentage; 

LTB is the official ten-year long term bond rate as determined by the Reserve Bank as at the close 

of business on the last day of business preceding 1 March. 

 Recovery of Rates – Section 133  

Council will exercise the provision under Section 133 of the Act in respect to the recovery of rates 

including an ongoing review of rates in arrears and following a debt recovery plan.  

Council actively provides ratepayers with the opportunity to pay arrears by providing advertising on 

local and social media and the issuing of reminder notices and/or pre-collection notices.  

Council will seek to recover a rates debt through legal proceeding once a property has two 

instalments outstanding. Council ensures all reasonable steps have been taken to establish payment 

or payment arrangement prior to taking legal action.  

 Sale of Land for Non-payment of Rates – Section 137  

The Act allows a Council to sell any property where the rates have been in arrears for a period of 

three years or more and requires Council to: 

a) Notify the owner of the land of its intention to sell the land; 

b) Provide the owner with details of the outstanding amounts; and 

c) Advise the owner of its intention to sell the land if payment of the outstanding amount is 
not received within 90 days. Where extraordinary circumstances exist, Council will enforce 
the sale of land for arrears of rates. 

The sale of land pursuant to Section 137 of the Act is done so by the way of a public auction. Council 

will advertise its intention to sell through local media and notices issued to the said property.  

 Objection Rights – Section 123  

Should a ratepayer believe they have been rated incorrectly, Section 123 of the Act provides 

information on the grounds which an objection can be made as follows: 

a) the land specified in the rates notice is exempt from the payment of those rates; or 

b) the amount of those rates is not correctly calculated having regard to the relevant factors; 
or 

c) the basis on which those rates are calculated does not apply; or 

d) he or she is not liable for the payment of the rates specified in the rates notice; or 

e) he or she is not liable to pay those rates for the period specified in the rates notice. 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/showbmp/index.w3p;image=SG0034.gif;res=low
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Objections are to be made in writing to the General Manager within 28 days of the rates notice 

being issued. The General Manager may amend the rates notice as they consider appropriate or 

refuse to amend the rates notice.  

Ratepayers are encouraged to contact Council on 64 714 700 or forward objection in writing to:  

General Manager  

West Coast Council  

PO Box 63  

QUEENSTOWN TAS 7467 

DISCLAIMER 

A rate cannot be challenged on the basis of non-compliance with this policy and must be paid in 

accordance with the required payment provisions. 

Where a ratepayer believes that Council has failed to properly apply this policy, they should raise 

the matter with Council.  

 

LEGISLATION  

Local Government Act 1993. 
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180/16  REPORT – RATES RESOLUTION 

Title: Rates Resolution (2016/2017) 

Reporting Officer: General Manager 

Date: 21 June 2016 

Appendices: Rates Resolution (2016/2017) - draft 

 

Purpose 

To provide Council with a framework, in accordance with legislative requirements, for raising rates 

revenue for the coming 2016/17 financial year.  

Background 

Council has completed intensive budget preparation work, over the last five months in particular, 

including consultation with Councillors, staff and the community (predominantly through the 

request for submission of budget Items for consideration for the 2016-17 financial year).  

A 0% general rate rise is being proposed for the upcoming financial year.  

Cost of living and other financial pressures are something the West Coast community has been 

dealing with for an extended period of time - particularly since the recent closure of the Copper 

Mines of Tasmania operation in Queenstown. Rate relief, in the form of no increase this year, will 

provide some relief for residents, business owners and others in challenging economic times. 

With Council’s reform, rationalisation and consolidation process now into its second year, the last 

18 months has seen savings identified across all areas of the business. Operational improvements 

have been made and despite substantial decreases in revenue remaining a real concern for Council, 

the concerted effort, to minimise expenditure while maintaining a high level of core service delivery 

to the community, means that Council is in a position to offer this immediate relief to the community 

and businesses without compromising its own sustainability moving forward.  

By providing this small relief to the community at this time Council will not be compromising its cash 

position or its responsible planning for future years. A 0% rate rise acknowledges that the 

community is struggling at the moment.  Council will continue to look at every opportunity to save 

further ongoing expenditure and reduce any kind of waste in the organisation moving forward. This 

continued focus on running a lean and efficient operation will help to minimise rate rises in the 

future.  

Total rate revenue in 2016/17 is estimated at $6,693,757.42, this amounts to 63 percent of Council’s 

total revenue base for the coming year.  

In accordance with Council’s recently updated Rating Policy, which is presented at this June meeting 

for approval, Council will continue to use Differential Rating for different land use categories to raise 

the required revenue. 
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Details 

 

RATE RESOLUTION FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2017 

1. General Rate 
 

1.1. Pursuant to sections 90 and 91 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act), the Council 
makes the following general rate on all rateable land (excluding land which is exempt 
pursuant to the provisions of section 87) within the municipal area of West Coast for the 
period commencing 1 July 2016 and ending 30 June 2017 and which consists of two 
components as follows: 
 
(a) a rate of 13.538 cents in the dollar on the assessed annual value of the land; and 

(b) a fixed charge of $259.33 

1.2. Pursuant to section 107 of the Act, and by reason of the following factors, Council declares, 
by absolute majority, that component (a) of the General Rate in clause 1.1 is varied as 
follows: 

 

(a) for land used or predominantly used for residential purposes, the rate is varied by 
decreasing it by 7.64 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value to 5.898 cents in the 
dollar of assessed annual value of the land; 

(b) for land used or predominantly used for primary production, the rate is varied by 
decreasing it by 7.64 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value to 5.898 cents in the 
dollar of assessed annual value of the land; 

(c) for land used for quarrying or mining purposes, by increasing it by 58.143 cents in the 
dollar of assessed annual value to 71.681 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value 
of the land where the land is not the subject of the variation in subparagraph (d & e); 

(d) for land used or predominantly used for quarrying and mining purposes and which 
land is within the Rural resources and Environmental Management zone pursuant to 
the West Coast Interim Planning Scheme 2013 and also where the locality of the land, 
at the nearest point, is greater than 500 metres from a state highway or a subsidiary 
road pursuant to the Roads and Jetties Act 1935, the rate is varied by increasing it by 
69.537 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value to 83.075 cents in the dollar of 
assessed annual value of the land; 

(e) for land used or predominantly used for mining purposes located in the township of 
Rosebery (S109 (a)(c)), by increasing it by 67.002 cents in the dollar of assessed annual 
value to 80.540 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value of the land;  

(f) where the land is not used for any purpose and is vacant, by decreasing the rate by 
9.677 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value to 3.861 cents in the dollar of 
assessed annual value of the land. 
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2. Service rates – Fire Services 
 

2.1. Pursuant to section 93A of the Act the Council makes the following service rates in respect 
of the fire service contributions it must collect under the Fire Service Act 1979 for the 
rateable parcels of land within the municipal area for the period commencing 1 July 2016 
and ending 30 June 2017 as follows: 

 

District Cents in the dollar of 

assessed annual value 

Zeehan, Queenstown, Rosebery & Strahan Volunteer Brigade 

Rating Districts 

0.5916 

General Land 0.5194 

 

2.2. Pursuant to section 93(3) of the Act, the Council sets a minimum amount payable in respect 
of this service rate of $38.00. 

 

3. Service Rates & Service Charges – Waste Management 
 

3.1. Pursuant to sections 93, 94 and 95 of the Act, Council makes the following service rates and 
service charges on all rateable land within the municipal area of West Coast (including land 
which is otherwise exempt from rates pursuant to section 87 but excluding land owned by 
the Crown to which the Council does not supply any of the following services) for the period 
commencing 1 July 2016 and ending on 30 June 2017 namely: 

(a) a service rate for waste management of 0.003 cents in the dollar of the assessed 
annual value of the land with a minimum amount payable in respect of the service 
rate of $5.45; 

(b) in addition, a service charge of $185.36 in respect of all land to which Council makes 
available a waste management service; and 

(c) in addition, service charges for waste management in respect of all land to which the 
Council supplies different waste management services comprising: 

(i) the supply of mobile garbage bin collection service; and 

(ii) the supply of a recycling collection service as follows:  

 $109.00 for a 140L mobile garbage bin for land used or predominantly used 
for residential purposes; 

 $109.00 for a 240L mobile garbage bin for land used or predominantly used 
for residential purposes; 

 $18.66 for a recycling bin for land used or predominantly used for residential 
purposes; 

3.2. Pursuant to section 107 of the Act Council declares, by absolute majority, that the service 
rate for waste management at clause 3.1(a) is varied as follows: 

(a) for all land which is used or predominantly used for commercial purposes, vary the 
rate by increasing it by 3.093 cents in the dollar of assessed annual value to 3.096 
cents in the dollar of assessed annual value of the land; 
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(b) for all other land which is used for any of the purposes set out at section 107(2) of the 
Act, except land which is used or predominantly used for residential purposes, vary 
the rate by increasing it by 3.093 cents in the dollar to 3.096 cents in the dollar of 
assessed annual value of the land. 

3.3. Pursuant to section 94(3) of the Act, Council declares, by absolute majority that the service 
charges at resolution 3.1(b) and (c) are each varied as follows by reference to the following 
factors in section 107 of the Act: 

(a) where the service at resolution 3.1(b) is supplied or made available to land which is 
not used for any purpose and is vacant, vary the service charge by decreasing it to 
$18.27; 

(b) where the service at resolution 3.1(c)(III) and (IV) is supplied to any land which is not 
used or predominantly used for residential purposes, vary the service charge by 
increasing it to $162.61; 

(c) where the service charge at resolution 3.1(c)(V) is supplied or made available to all 
land which is not used or predominantly used for residential purposes, vary it by 
increasing it to $28.05. 

3.4. In respect of each of the service rates and service charges for waste management, if any 
land to which the rate or charge is supplied or is made available is the subject of separate 
rights of occupation which are separately valued in the valuation list prepared under the 
Valuation of Land Act 2011, then the rate and the charge apply to each such separate 
occupation. 

4. Service Charge: Storm Water Removal 
 
4.1. Pursuant to section 94 of the Act, Council makes the following service charges on all 

rateable land within the municipal area of West Coast (including land which is otherwise 
exempt from rates pursuant to section 87 but excluding land owned by the Crown to which 
the Council does not supply any of the following services) for the period commencing 1 July 
2016 and ending on 30 June 2017 namely a service charge for storm water removal in 
respect of all land to which Council supplies or makes available a storm water removal 
service of $126.93. 

4.2. Pursuant to section 94(3) Council declares, by absolute majority, that the service charge at 
resolution 4.1 is varied according to the locality of land by reducing it to $10.77 where the 
location of the land is not within the town boundary of any of Gormanston, Tullah, 
Rosebery, Zeehan, Strahan or Queenstown. 

5. Separate Land 
 

5.1. Except where it is expressly provided to the contrary, for the purposes of these resolutions 
the rates and charges shall apply to each parcel of land which is shown as being separately 
valued in the valuation list prepared under the Valuation of Land Act 2001. 
 

6. Adjusted values 
 

6.1. For the purposes of each of these resolutions any reference to the assessed annual value 
includes a reference to that value as adjusted pursuant to sections 89 and 89A of the Act. 
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7. Payment 
 

7.1. Pursuant to section 124 of the Act the Council: 

(a) determines that if the rates and charges are payable by one payment, then the due 
date is 26 August 2016; 

(b) If the rates and charges are not paid in one payment, then Council decides that all 
rates and charges are payable by all rate payers by 4 instalments of approximately 
equal amounts and determines that the dates by which the instalments are to be paid 
shall be as follows: 

(i) the first instalment on or before 26 August 2016; 

(ii) the second instalment on or before 28 October 2016; 

(iii) the third instalment on or before 27 January 2017; and 

(iv) the fourth instalment on or before 31 March 2017.  

8. Discount 
 

8.1. Pursuant to section 130 of the Act Council offers to all ratepayers a discount of 5% of the 
total amount of each rate and charge pursuant to these resolutions if the total amount is 
paid on or before 26 August 2016. 
 

9. Default Penalty & Interest 
 

9.1. Pursuant to section 128 of the Act, if any rate or instalment is not paid on or before the date 
it falls due then there is payable a daily interest charge equal to the prescribed percentage 
set out at section 128(2) of the Act in respect of the unpaid rate or instalment for the period 
during which it is unpaid.  

 

10. Words & Expressions 
 

10.1. Words and expressions used both in these resolutions and in the Act or the Fire Service Act 
1979 have in these resolutions the same respective meanings as they have in those Acts.  

 

Strategic Implications 

West Coast Community Plan 2025 

5.3  Sound Management of Council resources is undertaken  

 

5.3.1       The Council meets all statutory requirements. 

5.3.5       Council is recognised as a relevant, well managed, cost effective and    operationally 

efficient and customer focused organisation that connects with all of its 

stakeholders. 

5.3.6       Develop and maintain long term financial planning management and reporting to 

ensure resources are provided to deliver services and manage Council’s assets. 
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Policy Implications 

The proposed rates resolution has been prepared in accordance with Council’s Rate Policy, to be 

adopted at the June 2016 meeting, in accordance with Part 9 section 86B of the Local Government 

Act 1993.  

Financial Implications 

Council expenditure and revenues will continue to be closely monitored, controlled and reported 

on to Council and the community.   

Risk Implications 

Council has a responsibility under the Local Government Act 1993 to raise rates and charges in 

accordance with Part 9 of the Act.  

Consultation Process 

Budget preparations to date have involved extensive internal consultation between staff and 

Councillors. Consultation included a budget bus tour of the municipality to identify any potential 

Capex projects or operational budget items to incorporate in this year’s initial budget preparation.  

 
In addition to the above, residents and ratepayers were encouraged to submit items for 

consideration to Council to form part of the 2016-2017 budget deliberations.  

All submissions will be reviewed and taken into consideration so that we can attempt to balance 

competing priorities given the limited available funds. 

 
A ‘Notification of Making Rates’ (Attachment 1) will be published in accordance with the Local 

Government Act 1993. 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

3. by absolute majority, adopt the Rates Resolution for the 2016/17 financial year and 
incorporate the resolution in its 2016/17 Annual Plan and Budget Estimates; and 
 

4. authorise the General Manager to publish the ‘Notification of Making Rates’, in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 118 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 

Moved/Seconded 
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Notification of Making Rates 
 

In accordance with Section 118 of the Local Government Act 1993, notice is hereby given that 
Council made its rates and charges for the 2016/2017 financial year at its meeting held on the 21 
June 2016.                  
 
The following is a summary of the rates and charges to be applied. 
 

 2016/2017 

General Rate Varied  

 Lands predominantly used for residential 
purposes, primary production or is vacant land 
not used for any purpose 

 Quarrying & Mining 

 Quarrying & Mining Remote 

 Mining 

 Vacant Land 

 All other lands 
 

5.898¢ - charge $259.33 
 

 
71.681¢ -  charge $259.33 
83.075¢ -  charge $259.33 
80.540¢ -  charge $259.33 
  3.861¢ -  charge $259.33 

     13.538¢ -  charge $259.33 

Fire Protection Rate  

 Urban (Volunteer) 

 Rural (General) 

0.5916¢ (min $38.00) 
0.5194¢ (min $38.00) 

  
Waste Management Service Rate Varied  
Lands predominantly used for residential, primary 
production or  vacant land not used for any purpose 

0.003¢ (min $5.35) 

All other lands 
 

3.096¢ (min $185.36) 

Waste Management Charge Varied  

 Lands predominantly used for residential 
purposes 

 Vacant Land 

$185.36 
 

$18.27 

 All other lands $5.35 
 

Garbage Collection & Recycling Service Charge 
For each bin collected or a single charge per land  
Garbage - General 
Garbage -  Other 
Recycling  - Residential 
Recycling – Other 
 

 
 

$109.00 
$162.61 
$18.66 
$28.05 

Stormwater Service Charge  
Lands within the town boundaries of Gormanston, 
Tullah, Rosebery, Zeehan, Strahan and Queenstown 
used or predominantly used for residential, Industrial, 
Commercial, Mining and Quarry purposes 
 

 
$126.93 

 
 

All other lands $10.77 
Tenement Charges  100% 
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181/16  MATTERS PROPOSED FOR CLOSED MEETING 

 

Moved/Seconded 

 

Recommendation 

That items 181/16 – 185/16 be discussed in Closed Session. 

 

182/16  CLOSED MEETING 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations2005; Regulation 15 

Moved/Seconded 

Recommendation 

That Council RESOLVES BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY to go into Closed Session, the time being: 
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183/16 OPEN MEETING 

Recommendation 

That Council now revert to Open Council. 

Moved/Seconded 

184/16  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

185/16  CLOSE OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 


