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Minutes for JUNE 2022 - WEST COAST COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA OPEN 

SESSION 

28/06/2022 | 05:00 PM - AEST 

11 Sticht Street Queenstown Tas 7467 

 

OPEN MEETING AGENDA 

These minutes are required to be read in conjunction with the 28 June 2022 Council Meeting Agenda.  

GENERAL MANAGERS CERTIFICATION 

Qualified Persons Advice – Section 65 Local Government Act 1993  

I certify that with respect to all advice, information and recommendations provided to Council with this Agenda: 

The advice, information and recommendations are given by a person who has the qualifications or experience necessary to give 

such advice, information or recommendation; and 

Where any advice is given directly to Council by a person who does not have the required qualifications or experience, that person 

has obtained and taken into account in that person’s general advice the advice from an appropriately qualified or experienced 

person. 

Councillors are reminded of their obligations under Part 5 of the Local Government Act 1993 in respect to Interests. 

NOTES: 

S65(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the General Manager to ensure that any advice, information or 

recommendation given to the council, or a council committee is given by a person who has the qualifications or experience 

necessary to give such advice, information or recommendation. 

S65(2) states a council or council committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the advice of a qualified person without 

considering such advice unless – 

(a) the General Manager certifies, in writing – 

(i) that such advice was obtained; and 

(ii) that the general manager took the advice into account in providing general advice to the council or council committee; and 

(b) a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written transcript or summary of that advice is provided to the council 

or council committee with the General Manager's certificate. 

  

David Midson 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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NOTICE OF MEETING - RECORDING OF MEETING - ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 

COUNTRY 

Notice of Meeting  

Notice is hereby given that an ordinary meeting of the West Coast Council will be held at the West Coast 

Council Chambers, 11 Sticht Street Queenstown on Tuesday 28 June 2022 commencing at 5.00pm.  

  

Recording of Meeting  

In accordance with Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 the public is advised that 

the proceedings of meetings of Council will be recorded on digital media to assist in the preparation 

of minutes, and to ensure that a true and accurate account of debate and discussion of meetings is 

available. 

  

Acknowledgement of Country  

The West Coast Council acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we gather today 

and pay respect to the Elders past, present and emerging.  

169/22 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015; Regulation 8(2)(a) 

  

Councillors Apology  Approved 

Leave 

Non-

Attendance  

Attended  

Mayor Shane Pitt       X 

Deputy Mayor  

Kerry Graham 

      X 

Cr Robyn Gerrity  X       

Cr Lindsay Newman       X 

Cr Terry Shea       X 

Cr Scott Stringer       X 

Cr Matthew Ryan - 

Sykes  

       X  

(Left meeting at 5.48pm)  

Cr Phil Evans        X 

Cr Robert Butterfield       X 
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Staff Attended 

General 

Manager                                                                                                     

X                                

Executive Officer X 

Manager of Infrastructure & Operations X 

Manager of Customer & Corporate Services  X 

Manager of Planning & Compliance  X 

 

170/22 PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 - 8 (2) (E) and 8 (7): 

The Chairperson is to request whether Councillors have a pecuniary interest in any item on the agenda. 

Councillor   Item Number  Subject   

    There were no Interests declared for the June 2022 meeting.             

      

 

171/22 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015: Regulation 8(2): 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the West Coast Council, held on Tuesday 24 May 2022  and 

the Special Meeting of Council, held on Tuesday 31 May 2022, at the West Coast Council Chambers, 

11 Sticht Street Queenstown, copies of which having previously been circulated to Councillors prior to 

the meeting, be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 

Moved: Cr Graham 

Seconded: Cr Evans  

Outcome: Carried  
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172/22 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND QUESTION TIME 

Chris Newett - Lettes Bay Shack Owner. 

Asked Council for consideration to explore all options with regard to the no entry signage and 

barricading on the proposed demolition of the jetties and the heritage infrastructure. He said they have 

had no feedback from the State Government.  

The Mayor advised, he has replied to Chris and has written to the Minister of Parks. 2007 the local shack 

owners were told the jetties were unsafe, 2017 the Crown took the jetties back as the shack owners 

failed to pursue anything. Moving forward the Mayor would be willing to sit with residents to move 

forward. However, they may need to remove a section to keep it safe at this stage. Council can advocate 

but it is not Councils area. The shack owners should work on forming a committee. Perhaps access is 

removed but the jetties stay as a relic? 

  

The General Manager said prior to discussion the Shack Owners should determine if they as a group 

are willing to take on the responsibility.  

 

173/22 COUNCILLOR RAISED ISSUES AND INFORMATION 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 - 29 & 30 

Questions Without Notice and Motions Without Notice must be presented in writing at the meeting.  

Questions Without Notice will be taken on notice unless extenuating circumstances apply.  

Questions Without Notice are to be kept as short as possible with no lengthy preamble. There will be no 

debate or argument in relation to the matter at that time. 

  

Questions on notice 

Cr Evans 

Witnessing many West Coasters doing it tough, battling rising costs on fuel, food and maintaining a 

roof over their heads, I question if Council could move to Review their Financial Hardship Policy 

Covid19, to identify all contemporary support systems are in place to ensure our people are not driven 

into unmanageable debt or out of their homes? 

Response  

Council has a Covid-19 policy which could be reviewed for this purpose by Councillors at a Council 

Workshop.  
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Questions without Notice 

Cr Ryan-Sykes  

1. Will the Mayor Pitt meet with the Minister for Heritage, Madeleine Ogilvie MP, on the topic of the 

Lettes Bay Jetties, as the Lettes Bay Jetties may very well be eligible for heritage protection under the 

Burra Charter (see link:  Useful Resources | Heritage Tasmania) for in-perpetuity protection and also 

allow community access to heritage remedial funding from both the Commonwealth and State 

Governments? 

Mayor Pitt said that he was told that the Minister of Parks looks after this area. The Mayor is willing to 

write to the Minister of Heritage.  

2. I refer to the letter from the West Coast Recreation Association Inc on page 63 requesting signage 

related to the endangered Spiky Skate and while I agree with that request I would like to know if Council 

would also be willing to ensure signage goes up in places where road kills of the endangered Tasmanian 

Devils have been sighted, namely between Strahan and Zeehan and also for between Zeehan and 

Rosebery? 

The General Manager said the roads are not West Coast Council roads, so they cannot ensure 

signage will go up.  

3. I refer to this link https://apo.org.au/node/32854 which is a literature review of the role of local 

government in addressing homelessness and ask will Council review how its policies and 

management practices may negatively impede the wellbeing of the homeless and those at risk of 

homelessness with a view to possible adopt a Charter of Rights for the Homeless, or a protocol for 

dealing with the homeless before Council fully disposes of the residential housing stock it owns? 

The Mayor said there has been no decision made of the disposal of Council housing stock. The Mayor 

said that the State Government was currently reviewing state homelessness and suggested that Cr 

Ryan-Sykes bring the topic to a Workshop at some stage.  

4. In relation to the letter sent from Liz Hamer on page 67, will Council be willing to contact the relevant 

State Minister that handles Forestry matters to organise firewood collection areas that are based 

somewhere on the West Coast? 

The General Manager said the matter was listed on page 67 of the Agenda for Council to provide 

guidance.  

5. Could the Mayor please explain how a State Government commitment of $300,000 towards the long-

term 4WD/recreational Vehicle strategy addresses the immediate concerns of having public toilet 

facilities built at Granville Harbour in relation to the Mayor’s letter to Ian Wotherspoon regarding his 

concerns of having public toilets established at Granville Harbour on page 84? 
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The General Manager advised the $300,000 does not address the immediate concerns. It is about 

planning for the future and infrastructure investment for a long-term solution. Council has been working 

on a temporary toilet solution and working with PWS. These things take some time as there is 

assessment on such things as aboriginal heritage.  

6. I refer to the fact that NAIDOC week commences in first week of July and that my request for a First 

Nations Flag to be flown on West Coast Council property across the road has not yet been addressed, 

could you please let me know when this will be addressed? 

The First Nations Flag will be flown during NADOIC week in replacement of the WCC flag. The flag is 

flown in the Council Chambers and would be looked at during the RAP as well.  

7.Could Council please detail what contents are used when Council uses roadside sprays in our West 

Coast community towns?  

The question was taken on notice.  

8.Could Council provide an update on the status of my email request made on 30 March 2022 as to 

why Council emails don't have an acknowledgement of country added to them? 

The General Manager said Council does not currently have a policy, therefore it was up to individual 

staff and Councillors if they wished to display an Acknowledge of Country on their emails.  Policy would 

be considered to develop a bespoke Acknowledge of Country through the RAP process, until then we 

are not able to enforce Acknowledge of County onto staff or Councillor emails.  

 

Motions without notice 

Recommendation  

That Councillors agree that we limit, to only 3 questions, Questions on Notice or Questions Without 

Notice, by Councillors.                   

Moved: Mayor Pitt  

Seconded: Cr Graham  

Outcome: Carried (Against Cr Ryan-Sykes)  

Cr Ryan-Sykes feels this is an inhibitor of the democratic process. All Councillors should be able to ask 

any question that the community have. People feel they need to protect their anomality. 

  

Cr Graham said there are many avenues for question to be put forward, saying there are a number of 

the Councillors questions that are addressed later in the agenda, which demonstrates that the Councillor 

has not even read the agenda. He finds this quite frustrating and does not like the grandstanding.  

  



 

 

Minutes for JUNE 2022 - WEST COAST COUNCIL MEETI... | 7 

Cr Shea agreed saying, that Council also has Workshop, where answers could be provided to 

questions.  

  

Cr Evans said he agrees also, as he can see Cr Ryan-Sykes is recycling some of the content.  

  

Cr Stringer said he should not be asking questions about items which are scheduled for discussion in 

the agenda.   

 

Motions on notice 

Nil.  

174/22 MAYOR AND COUNCILLOR DIARIES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Noting Decision  

Council RESOLVED that the Mayor & Councillor Diaries and Communications as presented, be noted. 

Outcome: Carried  

 

175/22 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 

Noting Decision 

That Council RESOLVED to note the following Workshops were conducted by Council since the last 

Ordinary Council Meeting:  

Outcome: Carried   

 

176/22 COUNCIL DECISION STATUS REPORTS/ACTION ITEM LIST 

That Council RESOLVE that the Status Report/ Action Item of Open Council Meeting decisions be 

received. 

Outcome: Carried  
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Noting Decision 

Council RESOLVE that the Council Committee Reports as presented, be noted.                               

Outcome: Carried   

The Mayor congratulated the Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator and the Deputy Municipal 

Emergency Management Coordinator for the work undertaken on the committee. 

 

178/22 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORTS 

Recommendation  

That the General Manager’s Reports as presented, be noted. 

Moved: Cr Newman  

Seconded: Cr Evans                                                                                                                              

Outcome: Carried  

 

179/22 CORRESPONDENCE 

Noting Decision  

That Council RESOLVES that the correspondence (Inward & Outward) as presented be noted.        

Outcome: Carried  

 

R– Correspondence presented to Council for a determination/ Response                                        

N – Correspondence presented to Council for Noting. 

 

  Correspondence In Subject Action Determined  

R Claire Lloyd Lettes Bay  Write and offer for them to attend a meeting with 

the Lettes Bay Group.  

R West Coast 

Recreation 

Association Inc. 

Spiky Skate Council is supportive in getting signage near 

Council infrastructure and invites the committee to 

apply under Councils Financial & In-Kind Funding 

scheme for assistance with any associated fees.  
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R Liz Hamer  No firewood 

collection areas  

It was noted that Council does receive complaints 

from residents about wood heaters, the health and 

environmental impact. It was determined it was not 

a Council issue, saying there are options for 

residents to obtain firewood. A letter of response 

will be sent advising of relevant stakeholder 

contacts and energy cost assistance providers. 

N Australian Local 

Government 

Association  

Federal Election 

Commitments  

Councils aim is to source funding for projects not 

covered by the recent election pledges. 

N Michael Ferguson 

MP 

Scoping for State 

Planning 

Provisions review  

  

N Roger Jaensch MP Landfill levy    

 

  Correspondence Out Subject Action Determined  

N Minister Ferguson  Western Explorer Feasibility Study    

N Petah Long Historical Lettes Bay Jetties   

N Leanne Dillon  Request to Attend Council Workshop    

N Mayor Pitt  Advisement – Special Meeting of 

Council – Macquarie Heads 

Campground  

  

N Macquarie Heads 

Campground Committee  

Special Meeting of Council – 

Macquarie Heads Campground 

  

N RHHA  Funding Request Outcome    

N Queenstown Community 

Market  

Funding Request Outcome   

N Queenstown Crows 

Football Club  

Funding Request Outcome   

N St Vincent de Paul  Funding Request Outcome   

N Ian Wotherspoon  Granville Harbour Toilets    

N Petah Long  Lettes Bay Jetties    
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N Lewis Whitehead Public Telephone Granville Harbour   

N State Planning Office  State Planning Provisions Review – 

Scoping Issues 

  

N Roger Jaensch MP  Childcare on the West Coast    

 

180/22 REPORT – GALLEY MUSEUM REQUEST 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

Endorse the removal of the bogger to a suitable 

location.                                                                         

Moved: Cr Stringer  

Seconded: Cr Newman   

Outcome: Amendment to the Motion  

Cr Ryan-Sykes asked if a suitable location had been identified? 

  

The Mayor advised that some locations had been suggested, with the My Lyell Precinct being one of 

them, saying the bogger was donated to the community by Henty Gold Mine.  

  

The General Manager said Council is not best placed to be maintaining heritage equipment such as 

this. He suggested that the West Coast Heritage Centre maybe an option.  

  

Cr Graham asked if the removal was to provide more parking.  

  

The General Manager said they have a number of reasons for the removal.  

 

Amended Motion  

That Council: 

Endorse the removal of the bogger to a suitable location and approve the General Manager to explore 

the following locations:   

Option 1. The West Coast Heritage Centre; then 

Option 2. The Mt Lyell Mine Precinct. 

                                                                         



 

 

Minutes for JUNE 2022 - WEST COAST COUNCIL MEETI... | 11 

Moved: Cr Stringer  

Seconded: Cr Newman  

Outcome: Carried  

 

181/22 REPORT – SERVICE LEVEL STATEMENT 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

  

Adopt the service level statements at Appendix 1 and incorporate them into Council policy WCC.021 

Service Levels. 

Moved: Cr Graham  

Seconded: Cr Shea  

Outcome: Carried  

Cr Graham thought some of the service delivery times were excessive. 

The General Manager advised this was a provision to allow adequate time for service delivery, he would 

expect we would, for the majority delivered will within the timelines.  

 

182/22 REPORT – LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

Note that the review of the Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) will not be completed this financial year 

and that the associated Annual Plan Action Items will also not be complete this financial year. 

Moved: Cr Evans  

Seconded: Cr Butterfield 

Outcome: Amendment to Motion  

 

  



 

 

Minutes for JUNE 2022 - WEST COAST COUNCIL MEETI... | 12 

Amended Motion  

That Council agree that the review of the Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) will not be completed this 

financial year and that the associated Annual Plan Action Items will also not be complete this 

financial year. 

Moved: Cr Evans  

Seconded: Cr Butterfield  

Outcome: Carried 

Cr Ryan-Sykes left the meeting at 5.48pm.  

 

183/22 REPORT – RATES RESOLUTION 2022-2023 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

  

Approve and adopt the Rates Resolution (Appendix 1 &2) for financial year ending 30 June 2023.  

Moved: Cr Graham 

Seconded: Cr Newman  

Outcome: Amendment to  Motion  

Amended Motion  

That Council: 

Remove 1.2C and add vacant land to 1.2A, and make corresponding changes to appendix 2 and 

adopt the Rates Resolution (Appendix 1 &2) for financial year ending 30 June 2023.  

Outcome: Carried  

 

184/22 REPORT – WEST COAST COUNCIL FEES & CHARGES 2022-2023 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

Approve and adopt the Fees & Charges 2022/2023 for financial year ending 30 June 2023.            

Moved: Cr Evans  

Seconded: Cr Stringer  

Outcome: Carried  
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185/22 REPORT – WEST COAST COUNCIL ANNUAL PLAN 2022-2023 

Recommendation 

That Council adopt the West Coast Council Annual Plan 2022/2023 as presented. 

Moved: Cr Evans  

Seconded: Cr Shea 

Outcome: Carried  

The Mayor asked about the increase in employee costs. 

  

The General manager advised the staff received a pay rise on the signing of the EBA of 3% plus they 

will receive another pay rise of 3% on 1 July 2022. The budget also includes on costs for training and 

development. Plus, there are some costs for the recruitment of specific skill sets.   

  

The Manager of Customer and Corporate Services advised there had also been an increase in Workers 

Compensation insurance of approximately $100,000 this year.  

 

186/22 REPORT – POLICY REVIEW – WCC.011 RATES & REMISSIONS 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

Approve and adopt WCC.011 Rates & Remissions Policy.                                                                      

Moved: Cr Newman 

Seconded: Cr Shea  

Outcome: Amendment to Motion  

 

Amended Motion  

That Council: 

Approve and adopt WCC.011 Rates & Remissions Policy and refer to a Council Workshop for further 

review. 

Moved: Cr Newman  

Seconded: Cr Shea  

Outcome: Carried  
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187/22 REPORT – WEST COAST CLIMBING CATALYST PROJECT 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

Endorse the West Coast Climbing Catalyst Project Report (Appendix 1) and adopt the table of 

recommended actions (Appendix 3). 

Moved: Cr Graham  

Seconded: Cr Evans  

Outcome: Carried  

Cr Graham commended the strategy saying the only negativity seems to have come from Parks & 

Wildlife.  

  

The Mayor agreed, saying the same of the Walks Strategy. The Mayor thanked the General Manager 

and staff for the work they have put in progressing adventure tourism space.   

 

188/22 MATTERS PROPOSED FOR CLOSED MEETING 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations2015; Regulation 15 

A Council may (by absolute majority resolution) close a meeting or part of a meeting when certain matters are being or are to be 

discussed. The grounds for the closure are to be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 

  

Section (2) A part of a meeting may be closed to the public when any one or more of the following matters are being, or are to 

be, discussed at the meeting: 

  

(a) personnel matters, including complaints against an employee of the council and industrial relations matters; 

(b) information that, if disclosed, is likely to confer a commercial advantage or impose a commercial disadvantage on a person 

with whom the council is conducting, or proposes to conduct, business; 

(c) commercial information of a confidential nature that, if disclosed, is likely to – 

(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it; or 

(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council; or 

(iii) reveal a trade secret; 

(d) contracts, and tenders, for the supply of goods and services and their terms, conditions, approval and renewal; 

(e) the security of – 

(i) the council, councillors and council staff; or                                                                         

(ii) the property of the council; 

(f) proposals for the council to acquire land or an interest in land or for the disposal of land; 

(g) information of a personal and confidential nature or information provided to the council on the condition it is kept confidential; 

(h) applications by councillors for a leave of absence; 

(i) matters relating to actual or possible litigation taken, or to be taken, by or involving the council or an employee of the council; 

(j) the personal hardship of any person who is resident in, or is a ratepayer in, the relevant municipal area. 
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 Recommendation 

That items 190/22 to 200/22 discussed by Council in Closed Session.                                                

Moved: Cr Newman  

Seconded: Cr Stringer  

Outcome: Carried 

 

Item 

Number 

Matter Local Government (Meeting procedures) 

Regulations 2015 (Meeting Closure 

Reference) 

190/22 Confirmation of Closed Minutes  15(2) 

191/22 Leave of Absence Request 15(2)(h) 

192/22 Council Decision Status Report/Action 

Items 

15(2)(b)(f)(g) 

193/22 Committees of Council  15(2)(g) 

194/22 General Managers Report  15(2)(a)(g)  

195/22  Cradle Coast Authority Minutes Not available this month 

196/22 Correspondence 15(2)(b)(g) 

197/22 Property Lease Family Based Care 15(2)(f) 

198/22 Union Steamship Building  15(2)(f) 

199/22  Stormwater & Resealing Update  15(2)(b) 

200/22  Mt Owen & Heemskirk MTB Projects  15(2)(b)(c) 
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189/22 CLOSED MEETING TIME BEING: 6:03pm 

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations2015; Regulation 15 

Recommendation  

Council RESOLVED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY to go into Closed Session to consider the following 

matters:  

The time being: 6.03pm 

 

Item Number Matter Local Government (Meeting 

procedures) Regulations 2015 

(Meeting Closure Reference) 

190/22 Confirmation of Closed Minutes  15(2) 

191/22 Leave of Absence Request 15(2)(h) 

192/22 Council Decision Status Report/Action 

Items 

15(2)(b)(f)(g) 

193/22 Committees of Council  15(2)(g) 

194/22 General Managers Report  15(2)(a)(g)  

195/22  Cradle Coast Authority Minutes Not available this month 

196/22 Correspondence 15(2)(b)(g) 

197/22 Property Lease Family Based Care 15(2)(f) 

198/22 Union Steamship Building  15(2)(f) 

199/22  Stormwater & Resealing Update  15(2)(b) 

200/22  Mt Owen & Heemskirk MTB Projects  15(2)(b)(c) 

 

Moved: Cr Newman  

Seconded: Cr Butterfield 

Outcome: Carried  

 

  


