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Minutes for January 2022 - Open Session West Coast Council Meeting Agenda 

(These Meeting Minutes should be read in conjunction with the Council Meeting 

Agenda). 

25/01/2022 | 05:00 PM - 05:37 PM - AEST 

West Coast Council Chambers 11 Sticht Street Queenstown Tasmania 7467  

Attendees (9) 

Kerry Graham; Lindsay Newman; Matthew Ryan-Sykes; Phil Evans; Robyn Gerrity; Scott Stringer; 

Shane Pitt; Terry Shea; David Midson (GM) 

(Note: Cr Graham attended the meeting via video link)   

WEST COAST COUNCIL OPEN MEETING AGENDA 

GENERAL MANAGERS CERTIFICATION 

Noted. 

NOTICE OF MEETING - RECORDING OF MEETING - ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 

COUNTRY 

Noted. 

01/22 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Meeting attendance recorded as above.  

02/22 PECUNIARY INTEREST 

There were no pecuniary interest declared for this meeting. 
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03/22 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the West Coast Council, held at the West Coast Council 

Chambers, 11 Sticht Street Queenstown, on Tuesday 14 December 2021 a copy of which having 

previously been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting, be confirmed as a true and accurate 

record. 

Moved: Cr Evans 

Seconded: Cr Ryan-Sykes                                                                                                                

Outcome: Carried  

 

04/22 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND QUESTION TIME 

Note: the January Council Meeting was closed to the public. The below questions were 

submitted to the General Manager for inclusion in this section of the meeting.  

Vikki Iwanicki 

17 Railway Reserve Queenstown   

I’m aware that some organisations including the West Coast Council have elected to disable 

comments on their Facebook page, due to a recent high court ruling.   While I understand there are 

risks in allowing comments, the community has been stripped of its ability to easily engage with 

Council via a platform which is heavily used by a high volume of residents, visitors and 

businesses.  Council’s Facebook followers aren’t even able to tag people in posts that might affect 

them – such as rates renewals, tip opening times, etc.  This is causing the community to feel 

disengaged and effectively censored by Council.   

Ironically, Council mentions the use of Facebook heavily throughout its Community Engagement 

Policy as an important tool in connecting with the community.   

What steps have West Coast Council put in place to ensure that a high level of continued engagement 

with the local community and broader audiences is still possible? 

The General Manager took the question on notice.  

Vikki Iwanicki 

17 Railway Reserve Queenstown   

At the October 2021 meeting of Council, the General Manager informed Councillor Evans (in 

response to Cr. Evans’ question without notice) that information regarding West Coast Bushfire 

Strategies would be promoted by Council media.    
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As of today (January 25, 2021), every West Coast Council Facebook post with a link to the Community 

Bushfire Protection Plan for each West Coast town is broken.  Given the recent bushfire in Tullah it 

is vital that this information be easily accessible for residents.   

What processes does Council have in place to ensure this, and all information shared in web links is 

working so that the public have easy access to important information? 

  

The General Manager advised that the links to the Community Bushfire Plans should now be 

fixed. 

The General Manger took the question on notice.  

 

05/22 COUNCILLOR RAISED ISSUES AND INFORMATION 

Questions Without Notice 

Councillor Ryan – Sykes  

Mayor, would Council now fly the first nations flag on the Council building and display it at our ordinary 

council meetings? 

  

The Mayor advised that we do display the First Nations Flag in the Council Chambers building. 

There are no flags displayed on Council buildings. There are flags flown on flag poles at 

Miners Siding but given there are only two flag poles there, there would be an expense to in 

install another flagpole. The Mayor asked the General Manager to take the question on notice 

to include in RAP discussions. 

Councillor Graham 

In the Livable Communities Strategy there was mention of housing stock and the installation of walk-

in showers for our aged in the community. Have we done any of this? 

  

The Mayor took the question on notice and requested that Councillor Graham send in his 

question in writing for minuting purposes. 

 

Questions on Notice 

Nil.                                                                                                                                                           

Motions without notice 

Nil.                                                                                                                                                          
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Motions on notice 

Nil.                                                                                                                                                         

              

 

06/22 MAYOR AND COUNCILLOR DIARIES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Noting Decision  

Council RESOLVED that the Mayor & Councillor Diaries and Communications as presented, be 

noted. 

Outcome: Carried  

 

07/22 COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 

Noting Decision 

That Council RESOLVED to note the following Workshops were conducted by Council since the last 

Ordinary Council Meeting:  

Outcome: Carried  

 

08/22 COUNCIL DECISION STATUS REPORTS/ACTION ITEM LIST 

That Council RESOLVED that the Status Report/ Action Item of Open Council Meeting decisions be 

received. 

Outcome: Carried  

 

09/22 COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL 

Noting Decision 

That Council RESOLVED to note the following Council Committee Reports.                                        

Outcome: Carried  

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Nil.                                                                                                                                                         
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WEST COAST COUNCIL AUDIT PANEL COMMITTEE 

Nil.                                                                                                                                                         

       

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Nil.                                                                                                                                                         

       

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Report noted as 

presented.                                                                                                                         

 

10/22 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORTS 

Recommendation  

That the General Manager’s Reports as presented, be 

noted.                                                                  

Moved: Cr Stringer  

Seconded: Cr Gerrity  

Outcome: Carried  
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11/22 CORRESPONDENCE 

Noting Decision  

That Council RESOLVES that the correspondence (Inward & Outward) as presented be noted.        

Outcome: Carried  

 

Cr Graham said it was great meeting with the Deputy Premier regarding the West Coast District 

hospital upgrades, but are we going to force a better outcome? What is Councils next move? 

  

The Mayor advised that it will be put on the State Government agenda for another 4 beds. 

  

The General Manager advised that we will advocate further. 

  

Cr Graham said that further engaging with the Federal/ Commonwealth is required, we should not 

just rest there. 

  

The Mayor advised that the Deputy Premiers letter stated he would discuss with his federal 

colleagues. 

  

Cr Graham requested if those discussion are held, could the decision information be relayed to 

Councillors.   
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12/22 REPORT - ELECTED MEMBERS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

WEEKEND 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. Determine which Councillors will attend the professional development weekend and; 

  

1. Approve a budget including travel expenses for Councillor attendance, noting maximum associated 

costs would be approximately $1,150 per councillor (depending on departing location). 

  

Moved: 

Seconded: 

Outcome: Council was notified the Elected Members Workshop was cancelled. The report 

was withdrawn.  

 

Hi All 

   

Further to my email last week, a decision has been made to cancel the Elected Member weekend 

workshop that was being held 5 – 6 March. 

  

There are issues with accommodation availability and some concerns around face to face meetings 

with current circumstances. 

  

Those that have already registered will receive a full refund in the next week or so. 

  

Apologies for any inconvenience and if you have any queries please let us know 

  

Regards 

 

  



Minutes for 25 January 2022. | 8 

13/22 REPORT - EDU.CAT INNOVATION FUND APPLICATION 

Recommendation 

That Council approve $2000 sought by Ten Lives Cat Centre to deliver the Edu.Cat program in West 

Coast schools. 

Moved: Cr Evans 

Seconded: Cr Newman 

Outcome: The Motion was PUT and Carried 

Against: Cr Gerrity and Cr Graham 

 

Cr Gerrity said it is up to the schools to fund. 

  

Cr Graham said he could not read all the text included with the application. 

  

The General Manager read out the text contained in the application, also saying that all relevant 

information is contained within the program document provided. 

  

Cr Evans said it is a step that should be taken to educate youth on feral cat management.              

 

 

14/22 REPORT - ANGLICARE EVENT FUNDING APPLICATION 

Recommendation 

That Council approve $2000, or part thereof as requested by Anglicare for the International Women’s 

Day Art Exhibition and Workshop. 

  

Moved: 

Seconded: 

Outcome: The funding application was withdrawn.  

 

Tuesday 18 January 2022  

 Hi Liz,  
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Unfortunately due to circumstances beyond our control and the current COVID situation and changing 

circumstances around this,  we have had to make the tough decision to cancel this years IWD event. 

This decision has not been made lightly and we look forward to working towards an event in 2023 

with you and the community. 

  

Due to this we would like to withdraw our application for a grant for event sponsorship. We will try 

again next year. 

  

Again we thank you for your all your support, 

  

Kind regards  

 

15/22 REPORT - ZEEHAN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE EVENT FUNDING 

APPLICATION 

Recommendation 

That Council approve $1,500 or part thereof, as requested by Zeehan Neighbourhood Centre for the 

Youth Week Colour Run. 

  

Moved: Cr Ryan-Sykes 

Seconded: Cr Stringer 

Outcome:  The Motion was PUT and Carried Unanimously 

  

 

15A/22 LATE ITEM - COUNCIL TO MOVE INTO PLANNING AUTHORITY ROLE 

Recommendation 

That Council now acts as a Planning Authority under the Land Use Planning & Approvals Act 1993, 

in accordance with the Regulation 25(1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 

2015. 

Moved: Cr Newman 

Seconded: Cr Shea 

Outcome: The Motion was PUT and Carried Unanimously 
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15B/22 LATE ITEM REPORT - DEVELOPEMENT APPLICATION - INCREASE 

QUARRY CAPACITY 

Recommendation 

That the report by the Planning Officer dated 20 January 2022 concerning development application 

DA 2021/45 be received and that Council approve the proposed intensification of existing quarry at 

Heemskirk Road, West Coast (PID 3388303) subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. Intensification of use 

Consent is for the existing Extractive Industry use to increase its maximum capacity from 18,000 

cubic metres to 50,000 cubic metres per year. 

1. EPA conditions 

The person responsible for the activity must comply with the conditions contained in Permit Part B. 

Permit Conditions – Environmental No. 10599, EPA ref. No. 20/8383 issued 1 November 2021 under 

the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994, which is attached and endorsed to 

be a document forming part of this permit. 

1. Route improvements 

The route along Heemskirk Road is to be upgraded in accordance with the requirements of the Traffic 

Impact Assessment by RJK Consulting Engineers: Ref. 20/21 TAS 042 V1, dated 18 November 2021. 

A copy of which is endorsed as part of this permit.  

1. Car parking 

The provision for onsite car parking must be equal to or exceed one space per two employees. 

Any new parking, access ways, manoeuvring and circulation spaces on the site must comply with the 

following:  

● be constructed with a durable all-weather pavement; 

● contain generated stormwater within the boundaries of the site; 

● have a gradient in accordance with Australian Standard AS 2890 - Parking facilities, Parts 1-6; 

● provide for vehicles to enter and exit the site in a forward direction; 

● have car parking space dimensions which satisfy the requirements in Table C2.3 of the Tasmanian 

Planning Scheme – West Coast; 

● have a combined access and manoeuvring width adjacent to parking spaces not less than the 

requirements in Table C2.3 of the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – West Coast where there are 3 or 

more car parking spaces; and 

● be delineated by line marking or other clear physical means. 
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Moved: Cr Newman   

Seconded: Cr Evans  

Outcome: The Motion was PUT and Carried  

Against: Cr Ryan-Sykes  

 

Cr Ryan-Sykes asked if a traffic survey was done? Asking why was the only data provided is in 

relation to autumn? 

  

The General Manager advised that the road managers had been engaged and they trusted their 

judgement. The application has been assessed against what was supplied as the application. 

  

Cr Graham said a 7-day impact statement is generally standard.  

  

Cr Evans said there was a note from the representor, saying there are issues with entry into the 

quarry. if there is an issue does this fall back to Council? 

  

The General Manager advised that Mr Barnes is not the consultant planner, he has put in a 

representation against the D/A. Councils planner has assessed both the planning requirements and 

representations and concludes that the application meets the planning scheme.  

  

Cr Ryan-Sykes said he is not able to ask questions of Mr Barnes and his concerns. 

  

The General Manager advised that it was not the role of Council to question people. We need to 

assess against the application supplied. We trust that the relevant departments, such as State Growth 

Roads and our planner in providing the advice. 

 

Cr Gerrity said she can see a problem with people overtaking turning trucks. 

  

Cr Newman said that signage would be erected and put in place advising of operations. 
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15C/22 LATE ITEM - COUNCIL TO MOVE OUT OF PLANNING AUTHORITY ROLE 

Recommendation 

That Council moves from its role as a Planning Authority and back into Council.                               

Moved: Cr Newman  

Seconded: Cr Shea   

Outcome: The Motion was PUT and Carried Unanimously 

 

16/22 MATTERS PROPOSED FOR CLOSED MEETING 

Recommendation 

That items 18/22 to 26/22 discussed by Council in Closed Session.                                                     

Moved: Cr Newman 

Seconded: Cr Evans  

Outcome: The Motion was PUT and Carried Unanimously 

 

17/22 CLOSED MEETING TIME BEING: 

Recommendation  

That Council RESOLVES BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY to go into Closed 

Session.                                    

The time being: 5.37pm 

Moved: Cr Stringer  

Seconded: Cr Gerrity   

Outcome Carried  

 

 


